SPECIFICATION 



Texture Information Assignment Method, Object Extraction Method, 
Three-dimensional Model Generating Method, and Apparatus Thereof 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a texture information assignment 
method of assigning texture information to a shape model of a real object of 
interest according to an object image obtained by shooting that real object 
of interest, an object extraction method of extracting an object portion by 
removing an un desired portion such as the background from the object 
image, a three-dimensional model generation method of generating a three- 
dimensional model of an object of interest, and apparatus of these methods. 

Background Art 

In accordance with the development of computer graphics and the 
like, there has been intensive efforts to provide a system for practical usage 
in three-dimensional graphics. However, one appreciable problem in 
accordance with the spread of such a system of practical usage is the 
method of obtaining shape data. More specifically, the task of entering the 
complicated three-dimensional shape of an object having a free-form 
surface or that resides in the natural world into a computer is extremely 
tedious and difficult. 

Furthermore, in reconstructing an object with a computer and the 
like, it is difficult to express the texture of the surface of the object in a 
more realistic manner by just simply reconstructing the shape of the object. 

Three-dimensional image information can be handled more easily if 
the shape information and color/texture information can be reconstructed 
within the computer based on image information that is obtained by 
shooting an actual object. 

In three-dimensional image communication such as by, for example, 
the Internet, the opportunity of a general user to create a three- 
dimensional image who is the transmitter of information will increase. 



Therefore, the need arises for a simple and compact apparatus that 
produces a three-dimensional image. 

(1) Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 5-135155 discloses a three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus that can construct a three- 
dimensional model from a series of silhouette images of an object of interest 
placed on a turntable under the condition of normal illumination. 

According to this three-dimensional model construction apparatus., 
an object of interest that is rotated on a turntable is continuously shot by a 
camera. The silhouette image of the object of interest is extracted from the 
obtained image by an image processing computer. By measuring the 
horizontal distance from the contour of the silhouette image to the vertical 
axis of rotation for the silhouette image, a three-dimensional model is 
generated according to this horizontal distance and the angle of rotation. 
More specifically, the contour of the object of interest is extracted from the 
continuously shot silhouette images to be displayed as a three-dimensional 
model. 

Fig. 1 is a diagram representing the concept of assigning texture 
information to the three-dimensional model generated as described above 
according to the image information continuously picked up by a camera. 

Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 5-135155 discloses the case of 
obtaining image information by continuously rotating an object of interest 
and shooting the same, i.e., obtaining image information in the resolution 
level of shape recognition with respect to a three-dimensional model of a 
human figure. More specifically, an image is picked up for every 1° of 
rotation to obtain 360 images with respect to the object of interest. 

For the sake of simplifying the description, the case of shooting an 
image for every larger stepped angle will be described hereinafter. 
However, the essence is identical. 

Consider the case of picking up a total of n images by rotating an 
object of interest for every predetermined angle of rotation, as shown in Fig. 
1. In this case, each image information corresponds to the label number of 
1, 2, 3 n. 

The object of interest is represented as a shape model (wire frame 



model) 300 using a polygon (triangular patch). When texture information 
is to be assigned to shape model 300, color information (texture 
information) of the image information of a corresponding label number is 
assigned for each triangular patch according to the direction of the camera 
shooting the object of interest. 

More specifically, based upon the vector towards the target 
triangular patch from the axis of rotation of shape model 300, the texture 
information with respect to the triangular patch is captured from the image 
that has the direction of the shooting direction vector and this vector most 
closely matched. Alternatively, from the standpoint of intuition, a 
plurality of lines such as the circles of longitude of a terrestrial globe can be 
assumed with respect to the surface of the model. Texture information can 
be captured from the first image information for the triangular patch in the 
range of 0° to lx360/n°, from the second image information for the 
triangular patch in the range of lx360/n° to 2x360/n°, and so on. This 
method of capturing texture information will be referred to as the central 
projection system hereinafter. 

The central projection system is advantageous in that image 
information can be provided in a one-to-one correspondence with respect to 
each triangular patch or the constituent element forming the shape model 
(referred to as "three-dimensional shape constituent element" hereinafter), 
and that this correspondence can be determined easily. 

However, the central projection system is disadvantageous in that 
the joint of the texture is noticeable when the gloss or the texture of the 
color information is slightly different due to the illumination and the like 
since the texture information is assigned from different image information 
(image information of a different label number) to a three-dimensional 
shape constituent element that is not present within the same range of 
rotation angle when viewed from the axis of rotation. 

Furthermore, a corresponding three-dimensional shape constituent 
element may be occluded in the image information obtained from a certain 
direction of pickup depending upon the shape of the object of interest. 
There is a case where no texture information corresponding to a certain 



three-dimensional shape constituent element is included in the 
corresponding image information. 

Fig. 2 is a diagram for describing such a situation. In Fig. 2, the 
relationship is shown of the axis of rotation, the cross section of the object 
of interest and the object image projected in the camera at a vertical plane 
including the axis of rotation of the object of interest. When the object of 
interest takes a shape that has an occluded region that cannot be viewed 
from the camera as shown in Fig. 2, the image information picked up from 
this angle direction is absent of the texture information corresponding to 
this occluded region. However, texture information of this occluded region 
can be captured from another pickup direction that has a certain angle with 
respect to the previous direction of pickup. 

(2) As a conventional method, extraction of an object portion from 
an image of an object can be effected manually using an auxiliary tool. 
More specifically, the image of an object obtained by shooting the target 
object together with the background is divided into a plurality of regions. 
The operator selects the background area in the image of the object to erase 
the background area using a mouse or the like. However, this method is 
disadvantageous in that the burden on the operator for the manual task is 
too heavy. 

Another conventional method of object extraction employs the 
chroma-key technique. More specifically, the portion of the object is 
extracted from the image of the object using a backboard of the same color. 
However, this method is disadvantageous in that a special environment of a 
backboard of the same color has to be prepared. 

A further conventional method of object extraction employs the 
simple difference method. More specifically, difference processing is 
effected between an object image and a background image in which only 
the background of the object of interest is shot to obtain the difference. 
The area having an absolute value of the difference greater than the 
threshold value is extracted as the portion of the object. However, there is 
a problem that, when the object of interest includes an area of a color 
identical to the color of the background, that portion cannot be extracted as 



a portion of the object. In other words, this method is advantageous in 
that the extraction accuracy of the object portion is poor. 

Another conventional method of object extraction takes advantage of 
the depth information by the stereo method. More specifically, the area 
5 with the depth information that is smaller than a threshold value is 

extracted as the portion of an object of interest from an image of the object 
obtained by shooting the object together with the background. However, 
the difference in depth is so great in the proximity of the boundary between 
the object of interest and the backp-ound that proper depth information 

10 cannot be obtained reliably. There is a problem that a portion of the 
background is erroneously extracted as a portion of the object. 

All of the above- described conventional methods require the 
determination of a threshold value in advance. It is extremely difficult to 
determine an appropriate threshold value on account of the conversion 

15 property of the AID converter for converting the image and the property of 
the illumination. There is also the problem that the threshold value must 
be reselected when the conversion characteristic of the A/D converter or the 
property of the illumination is changed. 

(3) A three-dimensional digitizer is known as a conventional 

20 apparatus of reading out the shape of an object of interest. The three- 
dimensional digitizer includes an arm with a plurality of articulations and 
a pen. The operator provides control so as to bring the pen in contact with 
the object of interest. The pen is moved along on the object of interest. 
The angle of the articulation of the arm varies as the pen is moved. A 

25 three-dimensional shape of the object of interest is obtained according to 
the angle information of the articulation of the arm. However, such a 
digitizer is disadvantageous in that the time and the labor of the task of 
measurement by manual means are too great and heavy. 

The laser scanner is known as another conventional apparatus. The 

30 laser scanner directs a laser beam on an object of interest to scan the object. 
As a result, a three-dimensional shape of the object of interest is obtained. 
There is a problem that a three-dimensional model of an object of interest 
formed of a substance that absorbs light cannot be obtained with such a 
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laser scanner. There is also the problem that the apparatus is extremely 
complex and costly. Furthermore, there is a problem that the environment 
for picknp is limited since measurement of the object of interest must be 
carried out in a dark room. There is also the problem that color 
information cannot be easily input. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,982,438 discloses a three-dimensional model 
generation apparatus. This apparatus computes a hypothetical existing 
region using the silhouette image of an object of interest. This 
hypothetical existing region is a conical region with the projection center of 
the camera as the vertex and the silhouette of an object of interest as the 
cross section. This conical region (hypothetical existing region ) is 
described with a voxel model. This process is carried out for a plurality of 
silhouette images. Then, a common hypothetical existing region is 
obtained to generate a three-dimensional model of the object of interest. 
Here, the common hypothetical existing region is the ANDed area of a 
plurality of hypothetical existing regions with respect to the plurality of 
silhouette images. However, there is a problem that a three-dimensional 
model of high accuracy cannot be generated when there is one inaccurate 
silhouette image since the three-dimensional shape is obtained by the AND 
operation. There is also a problem that color information is insufficient or 
a local concave area cannot be recognized since the object of interest is shot 
only from a horizontal direction (direction perpendicular to the axis of 
rotation). 

In the above three-dimensional model generation apparatus of 
Japanese Patent Laying-Open No. 5-135155, an object of interest that is 
rotating on a turntable is shot by a camera to obtain a plurality of 
silhouette images. A plurality of shapes of the object of interest at a 
plurality of horizontal planes (a plane perpendicular to the axis of rotation) 
are obtained on the basis of these plurality of silhouette images. The 
points on the contour line of the shape of the object of interest in adjacent 
horizontal planes are connected as a triangular patch. The point on the 
contour line of the shape of the object of interest in one horizontal plane is 
determined for every predetermined angle. A three-dimensional model of 



an object of interest is generated, in this way. However, there is a problem 
in this apparatus that a special environment for shooting is required since 
a backboard to generate a silhouette image is used. Furthermore, the 
amount of data is great since the three-dimensional model is generated 
using the shape of the object of interest in a plurality of horizontal planes. 
There was a problem that the process is time consuming. 

In view of the foregoing, an object of the present invention is to 
provide a method and apparatus of texture information assignment that 
allows assignment of texture information to each three-dimensional shape 
constituent element forming a shape model regardless of the shape of the 
object of interest in the event of reconstructing a three-dimensional model 
within a computer and the like according to image information obtained by 
shooting a real object. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a method and 
apparatus of texture information assignment that allows assignment of 
texture information approximating the texture of a real object from image 
information obtained by shooting a real object in the assignment of texture 
information to a shape model according to picked up image information. 

A further object of the present invention is to provide a method and 
apparatus of texture information assignment with less noticeable 
discontinuity (seam) in texture assigned to each three-dimensional shape 
constituent element constructing a shape model in assigning texture 
information to the shape model according to image information obtained by 
shooting a real object. 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus of object extraction that allows a portion, if present, of an 
object of image having a color identical to that of the background extracted. 

A still further object of the present invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus of object extraction that can extract always stably and 
properly a portion of an object even when various characteristics change. 

Yet a further object of the present invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus of object extraction that can have manual task reduced, and 
dispensable of a special shooting environment. 



Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus of three-dimensional model generation that can have 
manual task reduced. 

Yet a still further object of the present invention is to provide a 
method and apparatus of three-dimensional model generation of a simple 
structure with few limitation in the shooting environment and substance of 
the object of interest. 

An additional object of the present invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus of three-dimensional model generation that can generate a 
three-dimensional model in high accuracy even if there are several 
inaccurate ones in a plurality of silhouette images. 

Still a further object of the present invention is to provide a method 
and apparatus of three-dimensional model generation in which sufficient 
color information can be obtained and that allows recognition of a local 
concave portion in an object of interest. 

Yet a still further object of the present invention is to provide a 
method and apparatus of three-dimensional model generation that can 
generate a three-dimensional model at high speed with fewer data to be 
processed, dispensable of a special shooting environment. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

According to an aspect of the present invention, a texture 
information assignment apparatus for a shape model includes: means for 
desciibing the shape of an object of interest as a shape model by a set of a 
plurality of three-dimensional shape constituent elements; and means for 
assigning texture information with respect to a shape model according to 
the amount of texture information for a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element of each object image information per three-dimensional 
shape constituent element on the basis of a plurality of object images 
information captured by shooting an object of interest from different view 
points. 

Preferably, the texture information amount is represented by the 
matching degree between the direction of the surface normal of each three- 



dimensional shape constituent element and the shooting direction of each 
object image information per three-dimensional shape constituent element 

Preferably, the texture information amount is represented by the 
area of the three-dimensional shape constituent element that is projected 
on each object image information per three-dimensional shape constituent 
element. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a texture 
information assignment apparatus for a shape model includes: means for 
describing the shape of an object of interest as a shape model by a set of a 
plurality of three-dimensional shape constituent elements; and means for 
assigning per three-dimensional shape constituent element the texture 
information for a shape model according to both the texture information 
amount for the three-dimensional shape constituent element of each object 
image information and the texture continuity between three-dimensional 
shape constituent elements on the basis of a plurality of object images 
information captured by shooting the object of interest from different 
viewpoints. 

Preferably, the texture information assignment means assigns the 
texture information for a shape model from the object image information 
provided in correspondence with each three-dimensional shape constituent 
element so as to set minimum an evaluation function that decreases in 
accordance with increase of the texture information amount and that 
decreases in accordance with improvement in texture continuity between 
three-dimensional shape constituent elements. 

In the above evaluation function, the texture continuity is 
represented as a function of difference in the shooting position and the 
shooting direction of respective corresponding object image information 
between a three-dimensional shape constituent element of interest and an 
adjacent three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

Preferably in the above evaluation function, the texture continuity is 
represented as a function that increases in accordance with a greater 
difference between the label number assigned to a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element of interest and the label number assigned to a three- 



dimensional shape constituent element that is adjacent to the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element of interest when object image 
information is picked up according to change in position and a label 
number is applied to each object image information corresponding to the 
5 change in position. 

Preferably in the above evaluation function, the texture continuity is 
represented as a function that increases in accordance with a greater 
difference between the label number assigned to a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element of interest and the label number assigned to a three- 
10 dimensional shape constituent element adjacent to the three-dimensional 
shape constituent element of interest when object image information is 
picked up according to a regular change in position and a label number is 
applied to each object image information corresponding to the change in 
position. 

15 Preferably in the above evaluation function, the texture information 

amount is represented as a function of an area of a three-dimensional 
shape constituent element projected on each object image information per 
three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

Preferably in the above evaluation function, the texture information 

20 amount is represented as a function of a level of match between the 

direction of the surface normal of each three-dimensional shape constituent 
element and the shooting direction of each three-dimensional shape 
constituent element per three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

Preferably, the above evaluation function is represented as a linear 

25 combination of the total sum of the difference between the label number 
assigned to the i-th (i: natural number) three-dimensional shape 
constituent element and the label number assigned to the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element adjacent to the i-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element for all three-dimensional shape 

30 constituent elements, and the total sum of the area of the i-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element projected on the object image 
information corresponding to the label number assigned to the i-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element for all three-dimensional shape 



- 10 - 



constituent elements. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention, a texture 
information assignment apparatus for a shape model includes: means for 
describing the shape of an object of interest as a shape model by a set of a 
plurality of three-dimensional shape constituent elements; means for 
providing correspondence between a label number and every three- 
dimensional shape constituent element so as to set minimum an evaluation 
function that decreases in accordance with increase of a texture 
information amount for each three-dimensional shape constituent element 
and that decreases in accordance with improvement of texture continuity in 
the texture information assigned to each three-dimensional shape 
constituent element and an adjacent three-dimensional shape constituent 
element when a plurality of object images information are picked up in 
accordance with change in position and a label number is applied to each 
object image information corresponding to change in position; and means 
for assigning texture information to a three-dimensional shape constituent 
element by carrying out a weighted mean process according to the area of a 
three-dimensional shape constituent element projected on each object 
image information on the basis of object image information corresponding 
to the related label number and the object image information corresponding 
to a predetermined number of label numbers including that related label 
number. 

Preferably, the means for assigning texture information to the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element obtains the area projected on the 
object image information corresponding to the label number related to the 
three-dimensional shape constituent element and the object image 
information corresponding to the predetermined number of label numbers 
including the related label number for the three-dimensional shape 
constituent element, and uses this as the weighting factor in carrying out a 
weighted mean process. For the texture information of the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element, the portion of the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element projected on the object image 
information is obtained. The image information (color, density or 
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luminance) of this projected portion is subjected to a weighted mean process 
to result in the texture information. 

According- to still another aspect of the present invention, a texture 
information assignment apparatus for a shape model includes: means for 
5 describing the shape of an object of interest as a shape model by a set of a 
plurality of three-dimensional shape constituent elements; means for 
providing correspondence between a label number and every three - 
O dimensional shape constituent element so as to set minimum an evaluation 

iJ | function that decreases in accordance with increase of texture information 

.Ji 10 amount for each three-dimensional shape constituent element and that 
HF decreases in accordance with improvement in texture continuity of texture 

Kj information respectively assigned to each three-dimensional shape 

*1 constituent element and an adjacent three-dimensional shape constituent 

element when a plurality of object image information are picked up 
H 15 according to regular change in position and a label number is applied to 
^ each object image information corresponding to change in position; and 

C means for assigning texture information to a three-dimensional shape 

constituent element by carrying out a weighted means process according to 
an area of a three-dimensional shape constituent element projected on each 
20 object image information on the basis of the object image information 

corresponding to a related label number and the object image information 
corresponding to a predetermined number of label numbers including that, 
related label number. 

Preferably, the means for assigning texture information to a three- 
25 dimensional shape constituent element obtains the area projected on the 
object image information corresponding to the label number related to a 
three-dimensional shape constituent element and the object image 
information corresponding to the predetermined number of label numbers 
including the related label number for the three-dimensional shape 
30 constituent element, and uses this as the weighting factor for a weighted 
mean process. For the texture information of a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element, the portion where the three-dimensional shape 
constituent element is projected on the object image information is obtained. 
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The image information (color, density or luminance) of this projected 
portion is subjected to a weighted mean process to result in the texture 
information. 

According to a still further aspect of the present invention, a texture 
5 information assignment apparatus for a shape model includes: means for 
capturing a plurality of object images information by shooting an object of 
interest from different viewpoints; means for describing the shape of the 
object of interest as a shape model by a set of a plurality of three- 
dimensional shape constituent elements; and means for assigning texture 

10 information obtained by carrying out a weighted mean process for all the 
object image information according to the area corresponding to the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element projected on the plurality of object 
images information for every three-dimensional shape constituent element. 
Preferably, the means for assigning texture information to the three- 

15 dimensional shape constituent element obtains the area projected on the 
object image information for each three-dimensional shape constituent 
element, and uses the obtained area as the weighting factor in carrying out 
the weighted mean process. For the texture information of the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element, the portion of the three- 

20 dimensional shape constituent element projected on the object image 
information is obtained. The image information (color, density or 
luminance) of this projected portion is subjected to a weighted means 
process to result in the texture information. 

According to the texture information assignment apparatus, the most 

25 appropriate texture information of the actual object can be selectively 

assigned to the shape model, out from the plural ity of image information 
obtained by shooting an object of interest when the shape model is 
reconstructed within a computer on the basis of image information obtained 
by shooting an actual object. 

30 When texture information (color information) is to be assigned to the 

shape model represented as a set of a plurality of three-dimensional shape 
constituent elements, the texture information most approximating the 
texture information of the actual object can be selectively assigned to each 
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three-dimensional shape constituent element while suppressing 
discontinuity in texture information between respective three-dimensional 
shape constituent elements. 

Since the process of assigning texture information can be carried out 
5 by substitution with the labeling- issue for each three-dimensional shape 
constituent element on the basis of the object image information obtained 
by shooting an actual object of interest, the process of applying the texture 
information to each three-dimensional shape constituent element can be 
carried out in a procedure suitable for computer processing and the like. 

10 According to yet a further aspect of the present invention, an object 

extraction apparatus of extracting a portion of an object with an unwanted 
area removed from an object image obtained by shooting an object of 
interest includes: region segmentation means and extraction means. The 
region segmentation means divides the object image into a plurality of 

15 regions. The extraction means identifies and extracts an object portion in 
the object image by subjecting the information of each pixel in the object 
image to a process of consolidation for every region. Here, an unwanted 
portion is, for example, the background area. 

Preferably in the extraction means, the process of consolidating the 

20 information of each pixel in the object image for every region is to average 
the information of each pixel in the object image for every region. 

Preferably, the extraction means identifies and extracts the object 
portion in the object image by carrying out a thresholding process on the 
information of each pixel consolidated for every region. 

25 Preferably, the information of each pixel in the object image is the 

difference information obtained by carrying out a difference process 
between a background image obtained by shooting only the background of 
the object of interest and an object image. 

Preferably, the extraction means includes difference processing 

30 means, mean value output means, and threshold value processing means. 
The difference processing means carries out a difference process between 
the background image obtained by shooting only the background of the 
object of interest and the object image. The mean value output means 
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obtains the mean value in each region for the absolute value of the 
difference obtained by the difference process. The threshold value 
processing means compares the mean value in a region with a 
predetermined value to extract the region where the mean value is equal to 
5 or greater than a predetermined value as the object portion. 

Preferably, the extraction means comprises mean value output 
means, difference processing means, and threshold value processing means. 
The mean value output means computes the mean value of the pixel in 
each region of the object image. The difference processing means carries 

10 out a difference process between the mean value of the pixels in each region 
of the object image and the mean value of the pixels in a corresponding 
region of the background image. The threshold processing means 
compares the absolute value of the difference obtained by the difference 
process with a predetermined value to extract the region where the 

15 absolute value of the difference is greater than the predetermined value as 
the object portion. 

Preferably, the information of each pixel of the object image is the 
depth information. 

According to yet another aspect of the present invention, the object 

20 extraction apparatus of extracting an object portion with an unwanted area 
removed from the object image obtained by shooting the object of interest 
includes: depth information computation means, region segmentation 
means, mean value computation means, and extract means. The depth 
information computation means computes the depth information of the 

25 object image. The region segmentation means divides the object image 

into a plurality of regions. The mean value computation means computes 
the mean value of the depth information for each region. The extract 
means extracts as an object portion a region out of the plurality of regions 
that has a mean value within a predetermined range, i.e. a region having a 

30 mean value smaller than a predetermined value, particularly when an 
object located forward than the object of interest is not included in the 
object image. 

According to yet a still further aspect of the present invention, an 
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object extraction apparatus of extracting a portion of an object with an 
unwanted portion removed from the object image on the basis of an object 
image obtained by shooting an object of interest and a plurality of 
background images obtained by shooting only the background of the object 
of interest a plurality of times includes difference means, extraction means, 
and threshold value determination means. The difference means 
computes the difference between the object image and the background 
image. The extraction means extracts a portion of the object image having 
a difference greater than the threshold value as the object portion. The 
threshold value determination means determines the threshold value in a 
statistical manner on the basis of distribution of the plurality of 
background images. 

According to an additional aspect of the present invention, an object 
extraction apparatus of extracting a portion of an object with an unwanted 
portion removed from an object image on the basis of an object image 
obtained by shooting an object of interest and a plurality of background 
images obtained by shooting only the background of the object of interest a 
plurality of times includes computation means, difference means, and 
extraction means. The computation means computes for every pixel the 
mean value and the standard deviation of the pixels located at the same 
coordinates in the plurality of background images. The difference means 
computes the difference between the value of each pixel in the object image 
and the mean value of the pixels in the background images corresponding 
to that pixel. The extraction means extracts the pixel from the object 
image having a difference that is greater than a predetermined times the 
standard deviation as the object portion. 

According to yet a further aspect of the present invention, an object 
extraction apparatus of extracting a portion of an object with an unwanted 
portion removed from an object image on the basis of an object image 
obtained by shooting an object of interest and a plurality of background 
images obtained by shooting only the background of the object of interest a 
plurality of times includes average/standard deviation computation means, 
region segmentation means, difference means, average difference 
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computation means, average standard deviation computation means, and 
extract means. The average/standard deviation computation means 
computes for ever/ pixel the mean value and the standard deviation of 
pixels located at the same coordinates in a plurality of background images. 
The region segmentation means divides the object image into a plurality of 
regions. The difference means computes the difference between the value 
of each pixel in each region of the object image and the mean value of the 
corresponding pixels in the region of the background images corresponding 
to that region. The average difference computation means computes the 
average in difference for every each region. The average standard 
deviation computation means computes the mean value of the standard 
deviation for every region. The extract means extracts the region out of 
the plurality of regions having the mean value of the difference greater 
than a predetermined times the mean value of the standard deviation. 

According to still another aspect of the present invention, an object 
extraction apparatus of extracting a portion of an image with an unwanted 
portion removed from an object image on the basis of an object image 
obtained by shooting an object of interest and a plurality of background 
images obtained by shooting only the background of the object of interest a 
plurality of times includes average/standard deviation computation means, 
region segmentation means, average computation means, difference means, 
average difference computation means, average standard deviation 
computation means and extract means. The average/standard deviation 
computation means computes for each pixel the mean value and the 
standard deviation of pixels located at the same coordinates in the plurality 
of background images. The region segmentation means divides the object 
image into a plurality of regions. The average computation means 
computes the mean value of a pixel in each region. The difference means 
computes the absolute value of difference between the mean value of pixels 
in each region of the object image and the mean value of the pixels in the 
region of the background images corresponding to that region. The 
average difference computation means computes the mean value of the 
absolute values of the difference for each region. The average standard 



deviation computation means computes the mean value of the standard 
deviation for each region. The extract means extracts a region out of the 
plurality of regions having a mean value of absolute values of difference 
greater than a predetermined times the mean value of the standard 
deviation. 

According to yet another aspect of the present invention, an object 
extraction apparatus of extracting a portion of an object with an unwanted 
portion removed from an object of image on the basis of an object image 
obtained by shooting an object of interest and a plurality of background 
images obtained by shooting only the background of the object of image for 
a plurality of times includes average/standard deviation computation 
means, region segmentation means., average computation means, difference 
means, average standard deviation computation means, and extract means. 
The average/standard deviation computation means computes for each 
pixel the mean value and the standard deviation of pixels located at the 
same coordinates in the plurality of background images. The region 
segmentation means divides the object image into a plurality of regions. 
The average computation means computes the mean value of the pixels in 
each region of the object image, and also the mean values in each region of 
the mean value of the pixels in the background images. The difference 
means computes the absolute value of the difference between the mean 
value of the pixels in each region of the object image and the mean value in 
each region of the mean values of the pixels in the region of the background 
images corresponding to that region. The average standard deviation 
computation means computes the mean value of the standard deviation for 
each region. The extract means extracts a region out of the plurality of 
regions having an absolute value of difference greater than a 
predetermined times the mean value of the standard deviation as an object 
portion. 

According to still another aspect of the present invention, an object 
extraction apparatus of extracting an object portion with an unwanted 
portion removed from an object image on the basis of a plurality of object 
images obtained by shooting an object of interest a plurality of times and a 
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plurality of background images obtained by shooting- only the background 
of the object of interest a plurality of times includes average/standard 
deviation computation means, average computation means, region 
segmentation means, difference means, average difference computation 
means, average standard deviation computation means, and extract means. 
The average/standard deviation computation means computes for each, 
pixel the mean value and the standard deviation of pixels located at the 
same coordinates in the plurality of background images. The average 
computation means computes for each pixel the mean value of the pixels 
located at the same coordinate in the plurality of object images. The 
region segmentation means divides the object image into a plurality of 
regions. The difference means computes an absolute value of difference 
between the mean value of respective pixels in each region of the object 
image and the mean value of corresponding pixels in the region of the 
background image corresponding to the relevant region. The average 
difference computation means computes the mean value of the absolute 
values of difference for every region. The average standard deviation 
computation means computes the mean value of the standard deviation for 
each region. The extract means extracts a region out of the plurality of 
regions having a mean value of the absolute values of difference greater 
than a predetermined times the mean value of the standard deviation. 

According to the above object extraction apparatus, a portion in the 
object of interest of a color identical to that of the background, if any, can be 
detected and extracted as a portion of the object. The task to be carried 
out manually can be reduced. Also, a special shooting environment is 
dispensable. 

According to yet a further aspect of the present invention, a three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus for generating a three- 
dimensional model of an object of interest includes: shooting means for 
shooting the background of an object of interest and shooting the object of 
interest including the background; silhouette generation means obtaining 
the difference between a background image obtained by shooting only the 
background and a plurality of object images obtained by shooting the object 
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of interest with the background for generating a plurality of silhouette 
images; and means for generating a three-dimensional model of the object 
of interest using the plurality of silhouette images. 

The three-dimensional model generation apparatus preferably 
includes rotary means for rotating the object of interest. 

According to yet an additional aspect of the present invention, a 
three-dimensional model generation apparatus of generating a three- 
dimensional model of an object of interest includes: silhouette generation 
means for generating a plurality of silhouette images of the object of 
interest, estimation means for estimating the existing region of the object of 
interest in a voxel space according to the plurality of silhouette images; and 
means for generating a three-dimensional model of the object of interest 
using the object of interest existing region obtained by the estimation 
means. 

Preferably, the estimation means carries out a voting process on the 
voxel space. 

Preferably, the three-dimensional model generation apparatus 
further includes threshold value processing means for setting the portion 
having a vote score greater than a predetermined threshold value as a 
result of the voting process. 

According to the above three-dimensional model generation 
apparatus, a special shooting environment such as a backboard of the same 
color is dispensable since a three-dimensional model is generated using a 
silhouette image obtained by carrying out difference processing. 

Since a three-dimensional model is generated by carrying out a 
voting process on voxel space on the basis of a plurality of silhouette images, 
a three-dimensional model can be generated at high accuracy even when 
some of the plurality of silhouette images is improper. 

Since the three-dimensional model is generated by polygonal 
approximation of the contour line of a plurality of cut out planes obtained 
by cutting a three-dimensional shape of an object of image, the amount of 
data for three-dimensional model generation can be reduced to allow high 
speed processing. 
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Since a three-dimensional model is generated by polygonal 
approximation of the contour line of a plurality of cross sectional shapes of 
an object of interest, the amount of data for three-dimensional model 
generation can be reduced to allow high speed processing. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a diagram representing a concept of a conventional method 
of texture information assignment. 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view for showing the problem in the conventional 
method of texture information assignment. 

Fig. 3 is a schematic block diagram showing a structure of a three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus according to a first embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram showing a structure of a color 
information assignment processing unit in the three-dimensional model 
generation apparatus of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process to generate a 
three-dimensional model from a real object. 

Fig. 6A is a diagram to describe image shooting of step SlO in Fig. 5. 

Fig. 6B is a diagram for describing silhouette image generation of 
step S12 in Fig. 5. Fig. 6C is a diagram for describing a voting process of 
step S14 in Fig. 5. Fig. 6D is a diagram for describing polygon generation 
of step S 16 in Fig. 5. Fig. 6E is a diagram for describing texture mapping 
of step S18 of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view representing the concept of the voting 
process. 

Fig. 8 is a cross section of a P plane indicating the hypothetical 
existing region in the voting process. 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view of the P plane representing the concept of 
the voting process. 

Fig. 10A is a diagram for describing the concept of a polygon 
generation process. Fig. 10B is an enlargement view of the 10B portion in 
Fig. 10A. 



Fig. 11 shows a three-dimensional shape model by polygons. 

Fig. 12A is a diagram representing the concept of the process of 
assigning texture information. Fig. 12B is an enlarged view of the 12B 
portion in Fig. 12 A. 

5 Fig. 13 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process of assigning 

texture information to each three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

Fig. 14 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process of the texture 
information assignment method according to the first embodiment. 

Fig. 15 is a diagram representing the concept of a recording medium 
10 in which is recorded the texture information assignment method of the first 
embodiment. 

Fig. 16 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process of the texture 
information assignment method according to a second embodiment of the 
present invention. 

15 Fig. 17 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process of a texture 

information assignment method according to a third embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 18 is a diagram representing the concept of the method of 
storing texture information into the color information storage unit of Fig. 4. 
20 Fig. 19 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process of the texture 

information assignment method according to a fourth embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 20 is a diap^am representing the concept of the texture 
information assignment method according to a fifth embodiment of the 
25 present invention. 

Fig. 21 is a flow chart showing a flow of the process of the texture 
information assignment method according to the fifth embodiment of the 
present invention. 

Fig. 22 is a diagram showing the entire structure of an object 
30 extraction apparatus (image cut out apparatus) according to a sixth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 23 is a block diagram schematically showing an object extraction 
apparatus (image cut out apparatus) according to the sixth embodiment of 
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the present invention. 

Fig. 24 is a block diagram schematically showing the arithmetic logic 
unit of Fig. 22. 

Figs. 25A-25C are diagrams to describe in detail the process carried 
out by the difference processing unit, the mean value output unit, and the 
threshold value processing unit of Fig. 24. 

Fig. 26 is a flow chart showing main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to a seventh embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 27 A shows an object image divided into a plurality of regions R 
obtained in the object extraction apparatus of Fig. 26. Fig. 27B shows an 
image displaying depth information in luminance. Fig. 27C shows an 
image of an object portion extracted with the background portion removed 
from the object image. 

Fig. 28 is a flow chart showing main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to an eighth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 29 is a flow chart showing main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to a ninth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 30 is a flow chart showing main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to a tenth embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 31 is a flow chart showing main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to an eleventh embodiment of the present 
invention. 

Fig. 32 is a block diagram schematically showing a three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus according to a twelfth 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 33 is a flow chart showing a flow of the process in the three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus of Fig. 32. 

Fig. 34 is a diagram for describing the perspective ratio obtained at 
step S8 of Fig. 33. 



Figs. 35A-35C are diagrams to describe the position relationship 
between the camera and the turntable obtained at step S8 in Fig. 33. 

Fig. 36 is a diagram for describing a voxel in the cylindrical 
coordinate system voxel space used at step S14 of Fig. 33. 
5 Fig. 37 is a diagram for describing the voting process at step Sl4 of 

Fig. 33. 

Fig. 38 shows the results of the voting process at step S14 of Fig. 33. 

Fig. 39A is a diagram to describe the specific contents of polygon 
generation at step S16 of Fig. 33. Fig. 39B is an enlargement view of the 
10 3 9B p ortion in Fig. 3 9 A. 

Fig. 40 is a diagram for desciibing the flow of polygon generation at 
step S16 of Fig. 33. 

Fig. 41 is a diagram showing the relationship between vertices 
corresponding to the contour lines of adjacent cut out planes obtained at 
15 step SA2 of Fig. 40. 

Fig. 42 is a diagram to describe the local most proximity point 
connection strategy at step SA3 of Fig. 40. 

Fig. 43 shows a polygon obtained by the local most proximity point 
connection strategy at step SA3 of Fig. 40. 
20 Fig. 44 shows a part of the flow of the polygon generation by the local 

most proximity point connection strategy at step SA3 of Fig. 40. 

Fig. 45 shows the remaining part of the flow of the polygon 
generation by the local most proximity point connection strategy at step 
SA3 of Fig. 40. 

25 Fig. 46 is a diagram for describing the flow of polygon generation by 

the global shortest connection strategy at step SA3 of Fig. 40. 

Fig. 47 shows a CD-ROM in which a program is recorded to generate 
a three-dimensional model of an object of interest by the computer of Fig. 3. 

30 Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

Embodiments of the present invention will be described in detail 
with reference to the drawings. In the drawings, the same or 
corresponding components have the same reference characters allotted, and 
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their description will not be repeated. 
[First Embodiment] 

Fig. 3 is a schematic block diagram showing a structure of a three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus 1000 to reconstruct a three- 
5 dimensional model from an actual object according to a first embodiment of 
the present invention. Referring to Fig. 3, an object of interest 100 is 
mounted on a turntable 110. Turntable 110 has its angle of rotation 
controlled according to, for example, a control signal from a computer 130. 
A camera 120 shoots the rotating object of interest 100 at every specified 

10 angle. The obtained image data is applied to computer 130. Data of the 
shooting condition such as the rotary pitch of turntable 110 and the like is 
applied to computer 130 from an input device 140. 

Computer 130 extracts a silhouette image from the image 
information corresponding to each shooting angle according to the image 

15 information applied from camera 120 to generate a three-dimensional 

shape model. Here, a three-dimensional shape model can be represented 
by a set of, for example, polygons (triangular patches). The 
aforementioned image information implies numeric information 
representing the luminance, color, or the gray level corresponding to each 

20 pixel output from camera 120. However, representation of a three- 
dimensional model is not limited to such a representation method. For 
example, a three-dimensional model can be represented as a group of 
surface shape elements of different shapes. Therefore, the shape that is 
the element for representing a shape model is generically referred to as a 

25 three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

Next, computer 130 applies texture information on the reconstructed 
shape model according to the image information picked up at each angle. 
Here, color information (texture information) in the field of CG (Computer 
Graphics) refers to the image information to represent the asperity, design, 

30 pattern, and material quality of the surface of the object. Such a 

reconstructed three-dimensional model is displayed on a display device 150. 

Prior to the detailed description of the method of applying color 
information (more generally, texture information) with respect to the three- 
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dimensional image information, the flow of generating a three-dimensional 
shape model from a real object will first be described briefly. 

Fig. 5 is a flow chart showing the flow of the process from the 
generation of an object image up to assignment of texture information to a 
5 shape model. Figs. 6A-6E are diagrams representing the concept of the 
data process of each flow. 

Referring to Fig. 6A. computer 130 controls the angle of rotation of 
turntable 110 according to the shooting condition data applied from input 
device 140. Object images Al-An shot by camera 120 for every angle of 
10 rotation are input (step S10). If an object image is input from camera 120 
at the angle of every 10°, 36 object images Al-An are input in one turn of 
rotation. 

Referring to Fig. 6B, computer 130 extracts the contour of the object 
figure from each of the shot object images Al-An to generate silhouette 
15 images Bl-Bn of the object viewed from various directions (step S 12). 

The obtained silhouette images Bl-Bn indicate the contour of object 
100 viewed from various directions. As shown in Fig. 6C, a voting process 
that will be described afterwards is carried out on the three-dimensional 
space divided into virtual voxels on the basis of the contour figure of the 
20 object viewed from various directions. The existing region of object 100 
within voxel space 251 is estimated (step S14). 

Referring to Fig. 6D, the object region represented by voxel space 251 
is converted into the representation of shape model 300 using a polygon 
(triangular patch) 27 (step S16). Here, the accuracy of the representing 
25 shape must be maintained while suppressing the required number of 
polygons for representation. Therefore, polygon 27 can be generated 
according to the method set forth in the following. 

In voxel space 251 represented by the cyhndrical coordinate system, 
the contour fine of the cut plane at a surface 9 of the cylindrical coordinate 
30 system is approximated in polygons to determine the vertex of polygon 27. 
Then, a triangular patch is generated by connecting the three closest 
vertices of respective vertices. 

Referring to Fig. 6E, texture information is assigned from the image 
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information picked up at step S10 on each triangular patch of the 
generated polygon 27 (step S18). 

By the above flow, a three-dimensional model 27 is reconstructed in 
computer 130 on the basis of image information picked up by shooting a 
5 real object with camera 120. 

Although the above description corresponds to a structure in which 
an object of interest 100 is placed in a fixed manner on rotary table 110 to 
pick up an image of the object with turntable 110 rotated, the method of 
capturing image information is not limited to such a structure. 

10 For example, image data can be obtained by shooting object of 

interest 100 from a plurality of viewpoints with camera 120 carried by an 
operator moving around stationary object 100. By identifying the position 
of camera 120 and the shooting direction for each shot of an image, three- 
dimensional shape model 300 can be reconstructed and texture information 

15 assigned by this information by a method similar to that set forth in the 
following. 

Now, each processing step of Fig. 5 will be described in detail. 

(Image Shooting and Silhouette Image Generation) 

An image is shot by the above-described structure shown in Fig. 3 by 
20 placing target object 100 on turntable 110 and shooting a plurality of object 
images Al-An while table 1 10 is rotated. Additionally, a background 
image is shot to extract a silhouette image at the next step of S12. 

By the difference processing between object images Al-Aa and a 
background image, silhouette images Bl-Bn with only the cut out of the 
25 object of interest are generated. 

An image difference process including a region segmentation process 
that will describe afterwards, not the simple difference process between 
images, can be carried out to eh'minate the need of a special shooting 
environment to obtain a background image of a single color, and to allow 
30 stable silhouette image generation. 

Specifically, object images Al-An are divided into regions. The 
difference processing with the background image is carried out on a region- 
by-region basis. Here, difference processing implies the process of 



- 27 - 



computing the difference of the signal intensity in the shot object image 
information per pixel. Furthermore, the difference mean is subjected to 
the threshold process on a pixel-by-pixel basis to extract the object portion. 

By the above-described method, a portion of an object having a color 
identical to that of the background in the pixel level, if any, can be detected 
as the object portion if there is a color differing from that of the background 
in the region level. Therefore, the accuracy of the generated silhouette 
image can be improved. 

(Voting Process) 

Silhouette image information of an object of interest 100 picked up 
from a plurality of viewpoints can be obtained. A voting process set forth 
in the following is carried out to reconstruct a three-dimensional shape of 
an object from these plurality of silhouette images information. 

First, a voxel model and voxel space 251 to describe a three- 
dimensional shape will be explained with reference to Fig. 7. 

A voxel model is a model that describes a three-dimensional shape 
according to the absence/presence of a three-dimensional lattice point. 
The space defined by voxels is referred to as voxel space 251. Voxel space 
251 is arranged with a size and position that encloses the object to be 
recognized. Here, this voxel space 251 is represented with the cylindrical 
coordinate system that can represent the shape of a target object in a more 
natural manner with respect to the pickup of an image while rotating object 
100 of interest. 

Therefore, each voxel implies the volumeric element in which r, 9, 
and z are divided at equal intervals where r is the coordinate in the radial 
direction of the cylindrical coordinate, 6 is the coordinate in the angle 
direction, and z is the coordinate in the direction of the axis. The voxel 
model is a representation of a three-dimensional shape by a set of these 
volumeric elements. 

The procedure of reconstructing this voxel model from silhouette 
images Bl-Bn will be described briefly hereinafter. 

First, a hypothetical existing region 50 with respect to an object of 
interest is computed in voxel space 251 according to one silhouette image. 
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Here, a hypothetical existing region 50 implies a conical region with the 
projection center 51 of camera 120 as the vertex and the object figure of the 
image as a cross sectional shape as shown in Fig. 7. In other words, object 
100 of interest is always present inside this region. 

A voting process implies the process of assigning (voting) a number 1 
to each voxel residing within hypothetical existing region 50 when relevant 
to a hypothetical existing region 50 for one silhouette image, for example. 

Fig. 8 shows a cross section of a silhouette image and cylindrical 
voxel space 251 on a plane P perpendicular to the z axis shown in Fig. 7. 

Since the conical region of projection center 51 of camera 120 is 
pertinent to hypothetical existing region 50, the numeric of 1 is assigned to 
each voxel in cylindrical voxel space 251 where this region 50 exists. 

Fig. 9 is a cross sectional view of cylindrical voxel space 251 at the 
cross section of plane P for the case where voting process is carried out 
according to the plurality of silhouette images Bl-Bn. 

Fig. 9 shows the case where the voting process is carried out on 
cylindrical voxel space 251 according to silhouette images B1-B5 shot from 
5 viewpoints. Since the numeric of 1 is assigned to each hypothetical 
existing region 50 for respective silhouette images in the voting process 
according to each silhouette image, the cross-hatched region in Fig. 9 has 
hypothetical existing region 50 according to all silhouette images B1-B5 
overlapped thereon when the voting process is carried out according to five 
silhouette image B1-B5. In other words, the numeric of 5 is assigned to 
the voxels in the cross-hatched region as a result of the voting processing 
according to five silhouette images B1-B5. 

Therefore, by extracting only the voxel assigned with a numeric of at 
least 5 among the voxels in cylindrical voxel space 251, the region where 
object 100 of interest exists in this cylindrical voxel space 251 can be 
obtained. 

In general, the region where the object of interest exists in 
cylindrical voxel space 251 can be computed according to a voting process 
by setting an appropriate threshold value according to the number of shot 
object images. According to the above process, the region where object 100 
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is present in cylindrical voxel space 251 can be extracted. 

As a three-dimensional model generation method using voxel space 
251, a cone-silhouetting method is disclosed in U.S. Patent No. 4,982,438. 
This system has the problem that any error in the generated silhouette 
image will directly affect the shape of the object that is reconstructed. In 
contrast, the three-dimensional model generation method by the voting 
process is characterized in that, even when there is an error in the basic 
silhouette image, reduction in the accuracy of the captured three- 
dimensional shape can be minimized by setting an appropriate threshold 
value. 

(Polygon Generation) 
The object region represented by voxel space 251 is transformed so as 
to be represented with a shape model 300 using polygons (triangular patch) 
27. 

Figs. 10A and 10B represent the concept of such a polygon 
generation process. Referring to Figs. 10A and 10B, the contour line of a 
cut plane at the cylindrical coordinate system 91 plane (a plane where 9 = 
91 in cylindrical coordinate system) of the object region represented by 
cylindrical voxel space 25 1 is subjected to polygonal approximation. Each 
vertex of contour line L91 obtained by this polygonal approximation 
corresponds to the vertex of polygon 27 as will be described afterwards. 
Similarly, the contour line of the cut out at plane 92 of the cylindrical 
coordinate system is subjected to polygonal approximation to obtain L92. 
This operation is carried out on plane 9 corresponding to all the voxels. 

Then, each vertex of these contour lines is connected regarding the 
respective closest three vertices to generate triangular patch 27. By 
generating triangular patch 27 by the process of polygonal approximation 
of the contour line and connection of the closest three vertices, the number 
of polygons required for representation can be suppressed and the accuracy 
of the representation shape can be maintained. 

Fig. 11 shows a three-dimensional shape model 300 representing 
object 100 with polygons 27. 

By the above operation, the shape of the object of interest can be 
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reconstructed within the computer. 

Although the above description is provided on the basis of a 
cylindrical voxel space 251, an orthogonal voxel space can be used instead. 
By connecting adjacent voxels in the polygon generation process, the small 
polygons can be generated, and then consolidated to reduce the number of 
polygons. 

(Texture Mapping) 
In order to assign texture information to the object shape 
reconstructed in the computer for a more real three-dimensional model, the 
process of assigning texture information, included in the shot object images 
Al-An to three-dimensional shape model 300 is carried out. 

More specifically, the object image from which the texture 
information of each polygon 27 is to be applied (referred to as "reference 
image" hereinafter) is determined. Then, polygon 27 is projected on the 
reference image. The texture information of that projected area is 
assigned to the corresponding polygon 27. 

Figs. 12A and 12B are diagrams for describing the concept of the 
texture information assignment process. For the sake of simplification, it 
is assumed that there are eight object image information labeled 1-8 as the 
reference image. More specifically, there is an object image of the target 
object shot from the angle of every 45°. Description is provided of 
assigning texture information to shape model 300 according to a reference 
image of a target object shot at every constant angle about one axis of 
rotation. However, the present invention is not limited to such a case, and 
can be applied to the case where texture information is applied to shape 
model 300 according to a plurality of reference images of a target object 
shot from an arbitrary position and direction. 

In determining which reference image is to be corresponded with 
respect to a target polygon 27, the approach of selecting the reference image 
with the greatest texture information amount for the relevant polygon 27 is 
to be taken into account. 

By assigning a corresponding reference image, i.e. a label number, to 
each polygon 27 according to the above approach, texture information can 



be applied to shape model 300 represented by polygons 27. 

Fig. 13 is a flow chart showing the process up to texture information 
application. Fig. 4 is a schematic block diagram showing a structure of a 
color information assignment processor 200 to assign texture information in 
computer 130. 

Color information assignment processor 200 includes an image 
storage unit 220 for storing object image information (reference image 
information) picked up by camera 120, an arithmetic logic unit 210 for 
generating a shape model 300 of a target object according to reference 
image information stored in image storage unit 220, a shape storage unit 
230 for storing shape model 300 generated by arithmetic logic unit 210, i.e., 
the position and shape of each polygon 27, and a color information storage 
unit 240 for storing texture information assigned to each polygon 27 by 
arithmetic logic unit 2 10 according to the reference image information 
stored in image storage unit 220. 

Referring to Figs. 13 and 4, image information obtained by shooting 
a target object rotated at every predetermined angle is stored in image 
storage unit 220 (step S20). 

According to the picked up image information, arithmetic logic unit 
2 10 generates shape model 300. The shape data is stored in shape storage 
unit 230 (step S22). 

Then, correspondence between a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element (for example, polygon 27) and the reference image 
information stored in image storage unit 220 is set by arithmetic logic unit 
210 according to the procedure set forth in the following (step S24). 

Arithmetic logic unit 210 has the texture information of each 
corresponding polygon 27 stored in color information storage unit 240 (step 
S26). 

The process of correspondence between a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element and reference image information of step S24 will be 
described in further detail hereinafter. 

Fig. 14 is a detailed flow chart of the flow for correspondence 
between a three-dimensional shape constituent element and reference 
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image information of step S24. 

In the following process, the amount of texture information is 
determined according to the degree of match between the normal vector of 
each three-dimensional shape constituent element (polygon 27) and the 
5 normal vector of the image shooting plane parallel to the direction in which 
the reference image was shot. More specifically, the reference image that 
is most positively opposite the relevant polygon 27 is selected as the 
reference image having the greatest texture information with respect to 
that polygon 27. 

10 Following the completion of each process of shooting (step S20) and 

shape model generation (step S22), arithmetic logic unit 210 initializes the 

variables used in the following calculation. 

Specifically, the number of three-dimensional shape constituent 

elements is inserted into variable Emax, and the number of shot images is 
15 inserted into vaxiable Imax. In the following process, the auxiliary 

variable lent that counts the coiresponding label number with respect to 

the shot image is initialized to the value of 0. 

Also, all the values of the first dimensional array variable Prod [i] 

respectively corresponding to the i-th (i = 0 ~ Emax - 1) three-dimensional 
20 shape constituent element are initialized to the value of 0 while the values 

of the first dimensional array variable Id [i] to which the label number of 

the reference image corresponding to the i-th three-dimensional shape 

constituent element is inserted are all initialized to the value of -1 (step 

S2402). 

25 Then, auxiliary variable Ecnt to count the number of polygon 27 is 

initialized to the value of 0 (step S2403). 

The inner product of the normal vector of the Icnt-th image shooting 
plane and the normal vector of Ecnt-th three-dimensional shape 
constituent element is computed. This computed value is inserted into 
30 variable Vtmp (step S2404). 

Arithmetic unit 210 compares the value of the Ecnt-th variable Prod 
[Ecnt] with the value of variable Vtmp. 

When determination is made that the value of variable Prod [Ecnt] is 
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equal to or smaller than variable Vtmp (step S2406), the value of variable 
Vtrap is inserted into variable Prod [Ecnt]. Simultaneously, the current 
value of count variable lent is inserted into variable Id [Ecnt] (step S2408). 

When determination is made that that the value of variable Prod 
5 [Ecnt] is greater than the value of variable Vtmp (step S2406), the value of 
variable Ecnt is incremented by one (step S2410). 

When determination is made that the value of count variable Enct is 
smaller than the number of three-dimensional shape constituent elements 
Emax (step S2412), control returns to the process of step S2404. The same 
10 process is repeated on the next three-dimensional shape constituent 
element. 

When determination is made that the value of variable Ecnt is equal 
to or greater than the number of three-dimensional shape constituent 
elements Emax (step S2412), the value of count value lent is incremented 
15 by 1 (step S2414). 

Then, determination is made whether the value of count variable 
lent is equal to or greater than the number of shot images Imax (step 
S2416). 

When determination is made that the value of variable lent is 
20 smaller than the value of Imax (step S2416), the process from step S2403 to 
step S2412 is repeated for the next reference image. 

However, when the value of variable lent is identified to be equal to 
or greater than the number of shot images Imax (step S2416), control 
proceeds to the process set forth in the following. 
25 According to the process from step S2402 to step S2416, the value of 

the inner product between the surface normal vector of the relevant 
reference image and the surface normal vector of all the three-dimensional 
shape constituent elements is compared for each reference image. As a 
result of this process, the reference image that has an inner product value 
30 greater than the inner product value of all the previous reference images 

process is stored in the first dimensional array variable Prod [Ecnt] for each 
three-dimensional shape constituent element. Then, the label number of 
the current reference image is stored in first dimensional array variable Id 
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[EcntJ. 

Therefore, at the transition from the process of step S2416 to the 
next process, the label number of the reference image information having 
the largest inner product value for the corresponding i-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element is stored in first dimensional array 
variable Id [i]. 

Then, arithmetic logic unit 210 reads out the corresponding reference 
image information for each three-dimensional shape constituent element 
from image storage unit 220, and stores the read out information into color 
information storage unit 240 (step S2418). 

According to the above-described structure of applying the color 
information (texture information) obtained from the reference image 
information that has the greatest amount of texture information is assigned 
to each three-dimensional shape constituent element (polygon 27) forming 
shape model 300, the texture information most approximating the actual 
object can be assigned to each three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

Fig. 15 represents the concept of the structure of a recording medium 
in which the program to execute the texture assignment method of Fig. 14 
by computer 130 is stored. 

A magneto-optical disk such as a magnetic disk or a CD-ROM 
(Compact Disk Read Only Memory) can be used as the recording medium. 
A program to have computer 130 execute the process of Fig. 14 is described 
in various process steps by a predetermined programming language to be 
coded and recorded in recording medium 260. 

By operating computer 130 according to the texture information 
assignment program stored in recording medium 160, the effect as 
described above can be obtained. In other words, texture information 
approximating the texture of the actual object can be assigned to shape 
model 300 reconstructed in computer 130. 

[Second Embodiment] 

In the previous first embodiment, the reference image determined as 
having the greatest texture information amount according to the inner 
product value with respect to each three-dimensional shape constituent 
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element is selected to apply the texture information to each three- 
dimensional shape constituent element. 

However, there is a case where a portion of the target object cannot 
be viewed in the object information shot from a certain direction depending 
5 upon the shape of the target object as described with reference to Fig. 2. 

In this event, there may be the case where the reference image having the 
greatest inner product value with respect to the surface normal vector of 
the three-dimensional shape constituent element corresponding to this 
occluded region is completely absent of the texture information. 

10 The second embodiment provides a method and apparatus of texture 

information assignment that is applicable to such an event, and a medium 
in which the texture information assignment program is recorded. 

The structure of the color information assignment processor of the 
second embodiment is identical to that of color information assignment 

15 processor 200 of Fig. 4. The operation carried out by arithmetic logic unit 
210 differs from that of the first embodiment, as will be described 
hereinafter. 

In contrast to the first embodiment in which the amount of the 
texture information is determined by comparing the inner product values 
20 between the normal vector of each polygon 27 and the normal vector of each 
reference image, the second embodiment evaluates the amount of texture 
information of each reference image information on the basis of a projection 
area of each polygon 27 with respect to a reference image. 

Fig. 16 represents a flow chart of the process to determine the label 
25 number of the corresponding reference image information for each polygon 
27 according to the projection area of polygon 27 on a reference image. 

The flow chart of Fig. 16 is similar- to the flow chart of Fig. 14, 
provided that the value of evaluation is the projection area Atmp of the 
three-dimensional shape constituent element projected on the reference 
30 image instead of the inner product value Vtmp between the normal vector 
of the reference image plane and the normal vector of three-dimensional 
shape constituent element. 

Therefore, at the stage when the process from step S2422 to step 
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S2436 is completed, the label number of the reference image information 
having the largest projection area for the corresponding i-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element is stored in first dimensional array- 
variable Id [i}» and the projection area corresponding to the reference image 
information having the label number of Id [i] for the corresponding i-th 
three-dimensional shape constituent element is stored in first dimensional 
array variable Area [i]. 

Accordingly, arithmetic logic unit 210 reads out from image storage 
unit 220 the texture information of the corresponding reference image for 
every three-dimensional shape constituent element and stores the same 
into color information storage unit 240. 

By the above-described process, texture information can be assigned 
to each polygon 27 from the reference image information having the 
greatest texture information amount with respect to shape model 300 
reconstructed in a computer and the like even for an object of interest that 
has a relatively complicated shape. A similar effect can be provided by 
operating computer 130 with a medium in which the program such as from 
step 2422 to step S2438 of Fig. 16 is recorded. 
[Third Embodiment] 

In the above description, the correspondence between a reference 
image and each polygon 27 was determined according to the amount of 
texture information with respect to the relevant polygon 27 when target 
object 100 is reconstructed as shape model 300. 

The issued to be taken into account in determining an appropriate 
reference image for each polygon 27 is not limited to the amount of the 
texture information. For example, when there is noticeable discontinuity 
in the texture information assigned between polygons 27, the boundary line 
of polygons will become so appreciable that the reconstructed three- 
dimensional model 29 will have an extremely unnatural visual result. 

Therefore, the method of assigning a reference image to each three- 
dimensional shape constituent element, i.e. the texture information 
assignment method, of the third embodiment is directed to select a 
reference image of a great texture information amount, and suppressing 



the polygon boundary line at the same time. 

As previously described in the second embodiment, a larger polygon 
projection area on a corresponding reference image is desirable in order to 
select a reference image of a large amount of texture information. 
5 However, high continuity in the color information (texture 

information) applied between adjacent polygons 27 is desirable in order to 
hide the polygon boundary line. 

The third embodiment is implemented so that assignment of a 
reference image to a polygon 27 adjacent to a target polygon 27 is carried 
10 out by selecting the same, or if different, a reference image with the 

smallest difference in the shooting angle, to conceal the polygon boundary 
line. 

More specifically, for the purpose of enabling assignment of reference 
image information to a polygon 27 that satisfies the above-described two 

15 conditions in an optimum manner, the problem is seen as the so-called 
energy minimization problem that is set forth in the following. 

Since each reference image is shot by altering the shooting angle for 
every predetermined angle, a number is assigned in order to each reference 
image. The correspondence between each polygon 27 and the reference 

20 image number (labeling problem) is solved by the iterative improvement 
process of locally minimizing the energy represented by the following 
equation. 

When each reference image is not shot at every different 
predetermined angle, i.e., when the varying stepped amount of the shooting 
25 angle differs, the above numbering is to be set in correspondence with the 
shooting angle. 

E = S Penalty (i)- kxarea(i) ...(1) 
i 

Here, Area (i) represents the projection area of polygon i on the reference 
30 image, Penalty© represents the difference in the reference image number 
(label) between polygon i and the adjacent polygon, and k represents the 
coefficient of association. 

More specifically, energy function E increases as the difference 
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becomes greater between the reference image number assigned to the 
polygon adjacent to polygon i and the reference image number assigned to 
polygon i, and decreases as the projection area of polygon i on the reference 
image, i.e. the amount of texture information, increases. 
5 Since the texture continuity is higher as the difference in the 

numbers of the reference images assigned to polygon i and the adjacent 
polygon becomes smaller to suppress the polygon boundary line, setting a 
minimum function E is equal to the assignment of the optimum reference 
image number to each polygon taking into account both the amount of 
10 texture information (the amount of color information) and the texture 
continuity. 

Although the projection area of polygon i on the reference image is 
employed as the degree of the texture information amount in the above 
energy function, a structure can be employed in which evaluation is 

15 effected according to the inner product value between the surface normal 
vector of the polygon and the surface normal vector of the reference image 
as described in the first embodiment. 

Regarding energy function E, coefficient of association k may be a 
constant or a function of each polygon (for example, a function of the area of 

20 each polygon). 

Energy function E is not hmited to the above-descxibed structure. 
Any function that decreases in accordance with improvement in the 
continuity of the texture information assigned to target polygon i and an 
adjacent polygon, and that decreases in accordance with the increase of the 

25 amount of the texture information with respect to target polygon i can be 
used, in addition to the linear combination between the above function 
Penalty© and 
function area (i). 

Fig. 17 is a flow chart of the process to obtain the optimum value for 
30 the above energy function E with the iterative improvement process. 

First, provisional correspondence between each polygon of the 
generated shape model 300 and the reference image number is carried out 
for initialization (step S2440). 
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Arithmetic logic unit 210 inserts the number of three-dimensional 
shape constituent elements into variable N, and initializes count variable 
Cnt to the value of 0. Also, flag variable Fig is set to OFF (step S2442). 

The reference image number corresponding to the Cnt-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element is inserted into variable Prejbl 
(step S2444). 

Then, the corresponding reference image number is varied for the 
Cnt-th three-dimensional shape constituent element to extract the 
reference image number that minimizes energy function E (step S2446). 

Then, the new corresponding reference image number obtained at 
step S2446 is inserted into variable New_lbl (step S2448). 

Then, the value of variable Newjbl is compared with the value of 
variable Prejbl. When the values are not equal to each other (step S2450), 
determination is made that the label is altered by the minimization 
computation of energy function E. Flag variable Fig is set to ON (step 
S2452). Then, the value of count variable Cnt is incremented by 1 (step 
S2454). 

When the values of variables Newjbl and Prejbl are equal, the flag 
variable is not altered, and only the value of count variable Cnt is 
incremented by 1 (step S2454). 

When the value of count variable Cnt is smaller than the number of 
three-dimensional shape constituent elements N, control returns to the 
process of step S2444. If the value of count variable Cnt is equal or 
greater than the number of three-dimensional shape constituent elements 
N, control proceeds to the next process (step S2456). 

Therefore, the process from step S2444 to step S2454 is repeated for 
all the three-dimensional shape constituent elements. 

Then, flag variable Fig is compared with OFF. When flag variable 
Fig is not equal to OFF (step S2458), determination is made that the label 
has been changed at least once according to the minimization calculation of 
energy function E, i.e., that the correspondence setting of the label number 
that locally minimizes energy function E is not completed. Therefore, 
control returns to step S2442. 
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Flag variable Fig equal to OFF means that the label is not changed 
even when the operation of minimizing energy function E is carried out 
according to the process from step S2444 to step S2456. In other words, 
the current label number correspondence is settled so as to locally minimize 
energy function E. Thus, the process ends assuming that the optimum 
correspondence is completed (step S2460). 

By the above process, texture information assignment is carried out 
that optimizes simultaneously the two conditions of selecting the reference 
image information having a great amount of texture information with each 
polygon and suppressing the polygon boundary line in the process of 
correspondence of a reference image number with respect to a plurality of 
polygons. 

Thus, shape model 300 subsequent to assignment has a color closer 
to that of the real object and with a more natural texture continuity. 

A similar effect can be achieved by operating computer 130 with a 
medium in which the program of step S2440 to step S2460 is recorded. 

It is desirable to take into account an appropriate processing 
sequence for the repeated improvement process since the order will 
influence the eventual result of the improvement process. This is because 
the process is based on the assumption that, in improving the label number 
of each polygon in the iterative improvement process, the label number of 
an adjacent polygon is correct, or has high reliability. By carrying out 
sequentially the improvement process starting from a polygon of lower 
reliability, a more favorable improvement result can be obtained. 

Evaluation of the reliability of the polygon can be based on the area 
of the polygon or the area of the polygon projected on the reference image. 

This is because the reliabihty of the provisional correspondence of 
the reference image number carried out at step S2240 becomes lower as the 
polygon has a smaller area or has a smaller area projected on the reference 
image. 

(Fourth Embodiment) 

The texture information assignment method of the third embodiment 
takes into account both the texture information amount (color information 



-41 - 



amount), and suppression of the polygon boundary line, i.e., texture 
continuity. 

However, in the event of picking up image information from a real 
object, the image information picked up from a particular direction may 
differ significantly even from the image information picked up from a 
nearby direction in the issue of glossiness due to the effect of iUumination 
and the like. 

Therefore, there is a case where the method by the third embodiment 
is not sufficient in order to assign texture information of higher texture 
continuity and suppressed polygon border line. 

The texture information assignment method of the fourth 
embodiment is directed to assign texture information to a corresponding 
polygon from a plurality of reference images information, i.e. image 
information picked up from a plurality of directions, not from one reference 
image information with respect to one polygon. 

Prior to the description of the texture information assignment 
method of the fourth embodiment, the method of storing texture 
information into color information storage unit 240 will be described in 
more detail. 

Fig. 18 represents the concept of the method storing data into a color 
information storage unit. 

Color information storage unit 240 stores the basic shape and texture 
of a three-dimensional shape constituent element. Here, the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element on the reference image information 
has a shape differing from the original shape since it is based on the shot 
shape. 

It is therefore necessary to carry out shape transformation to store 
the color into color information storage unit 240. 

Here, shape transformation in the case where the three-dimensional 
shape constituent element is a triangle will be described. Consider the 
case of storing the texture information of the base shape by the two 
dimensional discrete space. Let the vertices of the basic shape be (xO, yO), 
(xl, yl), (x2, y2), and the vertices of the three-dimensional shape 
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constituent element projected on the reference image information be (XO, 
YO), (XI, Yl), (X2, Y2). By subjecting these to one-order conversion with 
the following transformation matrix A and parallel displacement vector B, 
the projected triangular shape can be transformed into the original shape. 



A = 









^1 






, B = 













- (2) 
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In this case, the texture information of a pixel (xn, yn) of the basic 
shape can be acquired from a pixel.(Xn, Yn) on the reference image 
information computed by the following equation. 
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By the above so-called affine transformation, the texture information of the 
15 original polygon shape is acquired for the projected triangular polygon, and 
stored in color information storage unit 240. 

Although a triangle is taken as the shape of the polygon in the above 
description, similar computation can be carried out for other shapes such as 
a rectangle. 

20 The method of coordinate transformation can be carried out using 

projective transformation as well as the affine transformation. The 
projective transformation is computed by the following equation. 
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As described above, texture information corresponding to the original 
polygon shape is stored in color information storage unit 240 irrespective of 
the shape of the polygon projected on the reference image information. 

It is assumed that assignment of a reference image information 
number corresponding to polygon i is completed by the iterative 
improvement process for energy function E as indicated in the third 
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embodiment. 

The texture information assignment method of the fourth 
embodiment is directed to the implementation of further improving the 
texture continuity by carrying out a weighted mean process that will be 
5 described in the following subsequent to the completion of the label number 
assignment. 

Fig. 19 is a flow chart of the weighted mean process carried out after 
assignment of a reference image information number with respect to each 
polygon i. 

10 Therefore, this process is continuous from step S2460 of the flow 

shown in Fig. 17. 

Initialization is carried out by inserting the number of three- 
dimensional shape constituent elements into variable Emax, and the 
number of reference image information shot into variable Imax. The value 
15 of count variable Ecnt is initialized to 0 (step S2500). 

Then, the values of count variable lent and variable wacc are 
initialized to 0 (step S2501). 

Determination is made whether the Icnt-th reference image 
information is the input subject of the texture information of the Ecnt-th 
20 three-dimensional shape constituent element (step S2502). 

If the Icnt-th image is the input subject of the texture information, 
not only the assigned image information that is already carried out by the 
assignment of a reference image number to a polygon (three-dimensional 
shape constituent element), but also a predetermined number of reference 
25 image information adjacent thereto, for example, the reference image 
information of one immediate preceding and succeeding images, are 
included in the input subject. 

Then, the value of the area of the Ent-th three-dimensional shape 
constituent element projected on the Icnt-th reference image information is 
30 inserted into variable wght (step S2504). 

The Icnt-th reference image information subjected to a weight of 
variable wght is stored in color information storage unit 240 as the texture 
information of the Ecnt-th three-dimensional shape constituent element 
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(step S2506). 

The values of variable wght axe accumulated for variable wacc (step 
S2508). The value of count variable lent is incremented by 1 (step S2509). 

The value of count variable lent is compared with the number of shot 
5 reference images Imax (step S2510). 

When the value of variable lent is smaller than variable Imax, 
control returns to the process of step S2502. 

When determination is made that the Icnt-th reference image 
information is not the input subject of the texture of the Ecnt-th three- 
10 dimensional shape constituent element at step S2502, control proceeds to 
step S2509. The value of variable lent is incremented by 1 (step S2509). 
Comparison between the values of variables lent and Imax is carried out. 

By repeating the process from step S2500 to step S2510, texture 
information that is weighted from a predetermined number of reference 
15 image information is acquired with respect to the Ecnt-th three- 
dimensional shape constituent element. The texture information thereof 
is accumulated in color information storage unit 240. 

Then, the texture information accumulated in color information 
storage unit 240 is divided by the value of variable wacc (step S2512). 
20 By the above process, texture information with respect to the Ecnt-th 

three-dimensional shape constituent element is stored in color information 
storage unit 240 as the weighted mean of the texture information from the 
corresponding predetermined number of reference image information. 

In the above process, the area of the polygon projected on the 
25 reference image information corresponding to respective assigned reference 
image numbers for each polygon and adjacent predetermined number of 
object image information is obtained, which is used as the weighting factor 
for the weighted mean process. 

Here, it is assumed that the number of said object image information 
30 is lent, and the weighting factor corresponding to this object image 

information is wght (lent). The number of these image information is N. 

The texture information of a polygon is formed of a plurality of pixels. 
Here, attention is focused on the pixel of one texture information. The 
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position of this pixel projected on the object image information is obtained. 
The image information (pixel value of the projected position, i.e. color, 
density, or luminance) of that projected portion is subjected to the weighted 
mean process over all of the object image information, i.e. for N object 
5 image information. That value is taken as the pixel value of the texture 
information of interest. Assuming that the image information of the 
projected portion is V (lent), the weighted mean process corresponds to 
computation represented by the following equation. 

[I wght(Icnt) x v(Icnt)]/L wght(Icnt) ... (5) 

10 This process is carried out for all the pixels corresponding to the 

texture information of the polygon. Then, the value of variable Ecnt is 
incremented by 1 (step S254). 

Then, the value of count variable Ecnt is compared with the number 
of three-dimensional shape constituent elements Emax (step S2516). 

15 When the value of variable Ecnt is smaller than the value of Emax, 

control returns to the process of step S2501. Thus, the weighted mean 
process of the texture information has been carried for all the three- 
dimensional shape constituent elements. 

When the value of count variable Ecnt is equal to or greater than the 

20 number of three-dimensional shape constituent elements Emax (step 

S2516), the process of storing the texture information into color information 
storage unit 240 ends (step S251S). 

More specifically, the texture information assignment method of the 
fourth embodiment is first carried out by the correspondence setting of a 

25 reference image information number (label number) for each polygon. The 
result of the weighted mean process according to the area of the three- 
dimensional shape constituent element projected on each reference image 
information for the reference image information corresponding to a 
predetermined number (for example, the current corresponding reference 

30 image information number and the preceding and succeeding images) of the 
reference image information number including the related reference image 
information number is assigned as the texture information of that three- 
dimensional shape constituent element. 
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By the weighted mean process of texture information from a 
predeterinined number of reference image information, texture information 
for a corresponding polygon can be obtained. Therefore, texture 
information improved in texture continuity can be assigned to the relevant 
5 polygon. 

For example, even in the case where the glossiness included in the 
color information for the relevant polygon in the reference image 
information picked up from a certain direction is particularly high due to 
the effect of iRumination and the like when a real object is shot, the 
10 influence can be reduced by the weighted mean process. 

A similar effect can be achieved by operating computer 130 with a 
medium in which the program from step S2500 to step S2518 is recorded as 
shown in Fig. 19. 

[Fifth Embodiment] 
15 The fourth embodiment applies texture information to a 

corresponding polygon from a predetermined number of adjacent reference 
image information after assignment of the reference image number that 
acquires the texture information is completed for each polygon. 

However, from the standpoint of attaching great importance on the 
20 texture continuity, assignment of a reference image number for each 

polygon so as to set minimum the energy function E does not necessarily 
have to be carried out. 

The texture information assignment method of the fifth embodiment 
is directed to assign texture information for a polygon (three-dimensional 
25 shape constituent element) from a plurality of reference image information 
having the texture information for that three-dimensional shape 
constituent element for each polygon. 

For example, texture information can be assigned to a relevant 
polygon (three-dimensional shape constituent element) from all the 
30 reference image information having the texture information for that three- 
dimensional shape constituent element with respect to each polygon. 
Alternatively, reference image information can be selected at random or in 
an orderly manner regularly from the image information including the 
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texture information for a relevant three-dimensional shape constituent 
element with respect to each polygon (three-dimensional shape constituent 
element), and assign texture information to the relevant polygon therefrom. 

Fig. 20 represents the concept of the texture information assignment 
method to a polygon. Texture information is assigned to the relevant 
polygon from all the reference image information that includes the texture 
information for the three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

As desciibed in the fourth embodiment, texture information 
corresponding to the original polygon shape is stored in color information 
storage unit 240 irrespective of the shape of the polygon projected on each 
reference image information. 

When a particular polygon i is of interest, texture information can be 
acquired by carrying out the weighted mean process according to the 
projection area from all the reference image information having a projection 
area that is not 0. 

Fig. 21 represents a flow chart of such a texture information 
assignment method. 

After a plurality of images are shot with respect to an actual object 
(step S20 and shape model generation step S22), correspondence is set 
between each three-dimensional shape constituent element and the 
reference image information that has a projection area of the relevant 
three-dimensional shape constituent element that is not 0 (step S30). 

By carrying out the weighted mean process according to the projected 
area for color information storage unit 240 according to the above 
correspondence, texture information is accumulated for each three- 
dimensional shape constituent element (step S32). 

In the texture information assignment method of the fifth 
embodiment, the weighted mean process for a plurality of reference images 
information is carried out with the area of a three-dimensional shape 
constituent element projected on each of the plurality of reference images 
information as the weighting factor for every three-dimensional shape 
constituent element. The result of the weighted mean process obtained for 
each three-dimensional shape constituent element is assigned as the 
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texture information to each three-dimensional shape constituent element. 

By assigning texture information on each three-dimensional shape 
constituent element from all the reference image information that includes 
texture information, texture continuity is further improved. 
5 Even in the case where the information of the reference image shot 

from a certain direction is considerably high in glossiness than in the 
information of a reference image shot from another direction due to the 
effect of iUumination and the like, this influence of the texture information 
in the particular direction can be suppressed by applying the weighted 
10 mean process on the texture information from all the relating reference 
image information. 

The present application is not hmited to the above- described first to 
fifth embodiments in which texture information is assigned after converting 
shape model 300 into polygon data. The plane direction of the surface can 
15 be computed for the shape model 300 represented in voxels to assign the 
texture information. 

It is to be noted that assigning texture information after conversion 
into polygon data is advantageous in that the amount of operation can be 
reduced significantly since the plane (polygon) oriented in the same 
20 direction can be processed at one time. 

[Sixth Embodiment] 

Fig. 22 shows an entire structure of an object extraction apparatus 
(image cut out apparatus) according to a sixth embodiment of the present 
invention. Referring to Fig. 22, the object extraction apparatus includes a 

25 computer 130. Computer 130 detects and extracts an object portion in the 
object image according to a program 301 recorded in a CD-ROM 260. 
Program 301 includes a step Si of carrying out the region segmentation 
process of an object image, a step S2 of the storage process of region 
information, a step S3 of the difference process between the object image 

30 and the background image for each region, a step S4 of obtaining the mean 
value of the absolute values of difference in each region, a step S5 of the 
detection process of an object portion by comparison between the mean 
value of absolute values of difference and a threshold value, and a step S6 
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of extracting the detected object portion. The details of steps S 1-S6 will be 
described afterwards. 

Fig. 23 is a block diagram schematically showing an object extraction 
apparatus (image cut out apparatus) according to a sixth embodiment of 
the present invention. Referring to Fig. 23, computer 130 corresponding to 
an object extraction apparatus includes an image storage unit 220, an 
arithmetic logic unit 210, a region information storage unit 241, and an 
extracted image storage unit 231. The details of the units of 220, 210, 231, 
and 241 will be described afterwards. 

Fig. 24 is a block diagram schematically showing arithmetic logic 
unit 2 10 of Fig. 23. Referring to Fig. 24, arithmetic logic unit 2 10 includes 
a region segmentation unit 9 and an extraction unit 10. Extraction unit 
10 includes a difference process unit 11, a mean value output unit 13, a 
threshold value process unit 15 and an object portion extraction unit 16. 
An object image A is obtained by shooting an object of interest together 
with the background by a pickup apparatus such as a camera. 
Background image B is obtained by shooting only the background of the 
object of interest by a pickup apparatus such as a camera. Background 
image B and object image A are stored in image storage unit 220 of Fig. 23. 
Although the background to be shot is generally located behind the object of 
interest, some may be located in front of the object of interest. 

Region segmentation unit 9 divides object image A into a plurality of 
regions (step Si of program 301 in Fig. 22). The information associated 
with region segmentation is stored in region information storage unit 241 of 
Fig. 23 (step S2 of program 301 in Fig. 22). Difference processing unit 11 
carries out the difference process between object image A and background 
image B in the region level obtained by region segmentation unit 9 to 
acquire the difference (step S3 of program 301 of Fig. 22). The difference 
is the difference in color information between object image A and 
background image B obtained on a pixel-by-pixel basis. Mean value 
output unit 13 obtains the absolute value of the difference to output the 
mean value of the absolute values of the difference in region level (step S4 
of program 301 of Fig. 22). In other words, mean value output unit 13 
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provides the mean value of the absolute values of the difference for every 
region. Threshold value processing unit 15 compares the mean value of 
the absolute values of the difference in each region with a threshold value 
to detect a region having a mean value of absolute values of the difference 
5 greater than the threshold value as the object portion (step S5 of program 
30 1 in Fig. 22). The threshold value is set empirically. Object portion 
extraction unit 16 extracts the object portion detected by threshold value 
processing unit 15 (step S6 of program 301 of Fig. 22). In other words, 
object portion extraction unit 16 outputs the object portion detected by 

10 threshold value processing unit 15. The image of the extracted object 
portion is stored in extracted image storage unit 231 of Fig. 23. 

The region division carried out by region segmentation unit 9 will be 
described in detail now. Region segmentation is carried out by the 
generally employed edge extension method, region- edge common usage 

15 method, Facet model method as described in, for example, "Recent 
Tendency in Image Processing Algorithm", pp. 227-233, Shin Gijitsu 
Communications, O plus E, edited by Takagi et al. Here, the edge 
extension method will be described. First, the edge intensity and edge 
direction is computed for each pixel from the first-order differential. 

20 Secondly, an edge element having the maximum value and that is greater 
than a predetermined value (called strong edge element) is extracted by the 
maximal value suppression process and threshold process for the edge 
intensity. At this stage, the strong edge element is not necessarily 
continuous. Thirdly, the edge is extended with the strong edge element 

25 that is the end point as the origin. This is the edge extension method. 

Figs. 25A-25C are diagrams to desciibe in detail the process of 
difference processing unit 11, mean value output unit 13, threshold value 
processing unit 15, and object portion extraction unit 16 of Fig. 24. 
Referring to Fig. 25A, object image 17 is formed of an object portion 19 and 

30 a background portion 21. Backpwnd image 23 is formed of only 

background 25. Object image 17 is divided into a plurality of regions al- 
an by region segmentation unit 9 of Fig. 24. 

The operation of difference processing unit 11 of Fig. 24 will be 
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described with region al as the target. Referring to Fig. 25B, the 
difference in color information between each pixel of region al and each 
pixel of region Bl of background 25 corresponding to region al is obtained. 
Accordingly, a set of difference cl in region al is obtained. Mean value 
5 output unit 13 of Fig. 24 obtains the absolute value of the difference 

forming the difference set cl, and obtains the mean value of the absolute 
values of the difference. Threshold value processing unit 15 of Fig. 24 
compares the mean value of the absolute values of the difference forming 
difference set cl with the threshold value. When the mean value is equal 

10 to or greater than the threshold value, region al corresponding to 

difference set cl is detected as the object portion. Difference processing 
unit 1 1, mean value output unit 13 and threshold value processing unit 15 
carry out the above-described difference process, output process of the mean 
value of the absolute values of difference, and the threshold value process 

15 for all regions a-an. Object portion extraction unit 16 extracts the object 

portion detected by threshold value processing unit 15 from object image 17. 
Fig. 25C shows object portion 19 extracted as described above. Therefore, 
the unwanted portions such as background portion 21 is removed. When 
any object located in front of the target object is included in object image 17, 

20 that portion will be removed as an unwanted area. 

According to the object extraction apparatus of the sixth embodiment 
of the present invention, the object image is divided into a plurality of 
regions, the mean value of the absolute values of the difference is obtained 
on a region-by-region basis, and a region having an mean value equal to or 

25 greater than the threshold value is extracted as the object portion. 

Therefore, according to the apparatus, method, and prop^am of object 
extraction of the sixth embodiment, a portion of the target object having a 
color identical to that of the background, if any, can be detected and 
extracted as an object portion at the pixel level as long as there is a color 

30 differing from that of the background at the region level. The task carried 
out manually can be reduced. Also, a special shooting environment in 
which a backboard of the same color must be used is dispensable. 

Another example of the difference process carried out by difference 
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processing unit 11 of Fig. 24 will be described hereinafter. In contrast to 
the above description in which the difference is obtained in the region level, 
difference processing unit 11 can obtain the difference, not in the region 
level, but by the difference process between the entire object image and the 
5 entire background image. Then, mean value output unit 13 provides an 
mean value of the absolute values of the difference in the region level 
obtained at region segmentation unit 9. 

Alternatively, the mean value of the pixels in each region of the 
object image can be computed. Then, the absolute value of the difference 

10 between that mean value and the mean value of the pixels in the region of 
the background image corresponding to that region is computed. By 
comparing the absolute value of the difference with a predetermined value, 
the region having an absolute value of difference equal to or greater than 
the predetermined value can be extracted as the object portion. 

15 Although region segmentation is effected on the basis of an edge in 

the above sixth embodiment, the present invention can be carried out with 
the portion of the same color as the same region. Also, a plurality of 
region segmentation methods can be combined. 

Although a color image was taken as an example in the above sixth 

20 embodiment, the present invention is applicable to a black and white image. 
Also, density information (luminance signal level) can be used instead of 
the above color information (color signal level). 

Although a region that is equal to or greater than the threshold 
value is directly taken as the object portion in the above sixth embodiment, 

25 the present invention is not hmited to the process carried out only one. 

For example, the object portion detected by the first process can be taken as 
a provisional object portion, and the remainder as a provisional background 
portion. Then, the brightness of the provisional background portion in the 
object image is compared with the brightness of the region of the 

30 background image corresponding to the provisional background portion to 
detect change in the illumination status between the background image 
and the input image. Accordingly, the luminance in the object image can 
be corrected uniformly to carry again the same process. 
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Although the value of the threshold value is constant in the sixth 
embodiment, the value of the threshold can be modified to differ between 
the center area and the peripheral area of the image. Alternatively, the 
value of the threshold can be modified according to the area size of the 
region. Alternatively, the value of the threshold value can be modified 
according to whether there is an object portion in the neighborhood or not if 
the process is to be carried out again. 

Although the above sixth embodiment averages the absolute value of 
the difference in each region and compares the obtained value with a 
threshold value, determination can be made in another way. For example, 
determination can be made whether the region is an object portion or not 
taking into account the degree of variation of the values of difference. 

Although the object portion is eventually extracted in the sixth 
embodiment, the present invention is not limited to this. For example, the 
invention is applicable to determine whether there is an object or not, as 
well as the extraction process. Such determination can be used in the 
application of sensing an intruder for a bunding monitor system. 

[Seventh Embodiment] 

Fig. 26 is a flow chart of the entire structure of the object extraction 
apparatus according to a seventh embodiment of the present invention. 
Steps S112-S118 of Fig. 26 corresponds to the program for computer 130 of 
extracting an object portion with the background portion removed from the 
object image obtained by shooting an object of interest. This program is 
recorded in CD-ROM 260. 

This program includes a step Si 12 of computing the depth 
information dp (i, j) of the object image obtained at step Sill for every 
pixel (i, j) by the stereo method, a step Si 13 of dividing the object image 
into a plurality of regions R, a step Si 14 of computing mean value mdp (R) 
of depth information for every region R, a step S115 of comparing mean 
value mdp (R) of the depth information with a predetermined threshold 
value dpth, a step Si 16 of removing as the background portion a region R if 
mean value mdp (R) of the depth information is greater than threshold 
value dpth, more specifically, setting value v (i, j) of each pixel in that 
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region R to 0, a step Si 17 of extracting region R as the object portion when 
mean value mdp (R) of the depth information is smaller than threshold 
value dpth, specifically setting value v (i, j) of each pixel in region R to 1, 
and a step Si 18 of determining whether the process of steps S115-S117 is 
carried out for all the regions R. Here, luminance (density), color 
information, or a combination thereof can be used as the value of the pixel. 

The operation of the object extraction apparatus according to the 
seventh embodiment of the present invention will be described with 
reference to the flow chart of Fig. 26. 

At step Sill, an object of interest is shot together with the 
background using a digital still camera and the like to obtain an object 
image. This object image is stored in image storage unit 220 in computer 
130. Accordingly, v (i, j) is obtained as the value of each pixel (i, j). 
Although a still camera that shoots a still picture is used, a video camera, a 
digital camera, or the like that shoots a motion picture can be used instead. 

At step SI 12, the depth information dp (i, j) of each pixel (i, j) is 
computed according to the stereo method and the like. This stereo method 
is disclosed in, for example, "Computer Vision", Prentice Hall, pp. 88-93 by 
D. H. Ballard et al. According to the stereo method, an object of interest is 
shot from two viewpoints remote by a predetermined distance. A 
corresponding point between the two obtained object images is determined 
to compute the depth information dp (i, j) using the reverse projection 
transformation method or the simple triangulation method. An 
application of the stereo method is disclosed in, for example, Japanese 
Patent Laying-Open No. 8-33 1607. Although the stereo method is 
employed to compute the depth information, the shape-from-motion method 
based on the motion, the iterative improvement method, (one kind of 
relaxation method) taking into consideration both the similarity and 
continuity, and the like can be used instead. 

At step S113 parallel to step S112, the shot object image is divided 
into a plurality of regions R as in the above sixth embodiment. The depth 
information computation of step S12 and the region segmentation of step 
S 13 do not have to be carried out at the same time. Computation of the 
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depth information can be followed by the region segmentation, or vice versa 
Fig. 27A shows the object image divided into a plurality of regions R. 
Fig. 27B shows an image with the depth information represented by the 
luminance of the pixel. A pixel of a higher luminance indicates that the 
distance from the shooting portion is closer whereas a pixel of lower 
luminance indicates that the distance from the shooting position is more 
distant. Therefore, the object portion is bright and the background portion 
is dark. 

At step SI 14, the mean value mdp (R) of the depth information is 
computed for each region R according to the following equation (6). 

mdp(R) = £Rdp(i 'J> (6) 
n 

SR: total sum in region R 
n: number of pixels in region R 

At step Si 15, the computed mdp (R) of the depth information is 
compared with a threshold value dpth. This threshold value dpth is 
determined in advance empirically. 

When mean value mdp (R) of depth information is greater than 
threshold value dpth, the value v (i, j) of ah the pixels within that region R 
is set to 0. In other words, that region R is removed from the object image 
as the background portion. When mean value mdp (R) of the depth 
information is smaller than threshold value dpth, the value v (i, j) of all the 
pixels in that region R is set to 1 at step S 117. In other words, that region 
R is extracted as the object portion from the object image. 

At step SI 18, determination is made whether the process of steps 
S115-S117 has been carried out for all the regions R. When the above 
process has been carried out from all the regions R, an object as shown in 
Fig. 27C is obtained. 

According to the seventh embodiment, the mean value of the depth 
information is computed for every region R of the object image, and a region 
having a mean value smaller than the predetermined threshold value is 
extracted as the object portion. Therefore, by removing only the 
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background portion from the object image, the object portion can be 
properly cut out with the contour thereof as shown in Fig. 27C. 
Furthermore, it is not necessary to shoot only the background of the object 
of interest as an additional step since the depth information is used. 
[Eight Embodiment] 

Fig. 28 is a flow chart showing the main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to an eighth embodiment of the present 
invention. In Fig. 28, steps S222, S224-S227 are stored in CD-ROM 260 
as a program of removing the background portion from the object image to 
extract the object portion according to an object image obtained by shooting 
an object of interest and a plurality of background images obtained by 
shooting only the background of the object of interest a plurality of times. 

This program includes a step S222 of computing for every pixel the 
mean value m (i, j) and the standard deviation a (i, j) of pixels located at 
the same coordinates in the plurality of background images obtained at 
step S221, a step S224 of computing an absolute value I v (i, j) - m (i, j) j 
(simply referred to as "difference" hereinafter) of the difference between 
value v (i, j) of each pixel in the object image obtained at step S223 and the 
mean value m (i, j) of the pixels in the background images corresponding to 
that pixel, and comparing that difference | v (i, j) - m (i, j) | with k times the 
standard deviation a (i, j), a step S225 of setting, when difference |v (i, j) - 
m (i, j) | is greater than ka (i, j), value (i, j) of that pixel to 0 to remove that 
pixel as the background portion, a step S226 of, when difference t v (i, j) - 
m (i, j) | is greater than ka (i, j), extracting that pixel as an object portion, 
i.e. setting value v (i, j) of that pixel to I, and step S227 of determining 
whether the process of step S224-S226 has been carried out for all the 
pixels. 

The operation of the object extraction apparatus of the eighth 
embodiment will be described with reference to Fig. 28. 

At step S221, only the background of an object of the interest is shot 
for a plurality of times using a digital still camera from the same viewpoint 
to obtain a plurality of background images. Taking into consideration the 
accuracy, the number of background images to be obtained is preferably at 
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least 3. Taking into consideration the simplicity, this number of 
background images is preferably ten. 

At step S222, the mean value m (i, j) and the standard deviation cr (i, 
j) of the pixels located at the same coordinate in the plurality of background 
images are computed for each pixel according to the following equations (7) 
and (8). Even in the case where an abnormal value is obtained as the 
pixel value of the background image due to variation in the conversion 
characteristics of the AID converter of A/D converting the image signal, 
variation in the illumination characteristic, jitter, and the like, a stable 
background image can be obtained since the average of the pixel values is 
computed. 



Here, N is the number of pixels in all the regions R of the object image. 

At step S223, an object of image is shot to obtain an object image. 
Here, v (i, j) is obtained as the value of each pixel of the object image. 

At step S224, the difference I v (i, j) - m (i, j) | between value v (i, j) of 
each pixel in the object image and mean value m (i, j) of pixels of the 
background images corresponding to that pixel is computed. 

When the difference | v (i, j) - m (i, j) | is smaller than ko (i, j), value 
v (i, j) of that pixel is set to 0 at step S225. As a result, that pixel is 
removed from the object image as the background portion. When 
difference I v (i, j) - m (i, j) | is greater than ka (i, j), value v (i, j) of the pixel 
is set to 1 at step S226. As a result, that pixel is extracted as the object 
portion from the object image. Here, k is preferably approximately 3. 

At step S227, determination is made whether the process of steps 
S224-S226 has been carried out for all the pixels. When the above process 
has been carried out for all the pixels, this program ends. 

According to the above eighth embodiment, the mean value of pixels 



= MJ2 



... (7) 



N 
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is computed according to the plurality of background images. Therefore, 
the effect of the conversion characteristic of the AID converter for A/D 
converting the image signal and the illumination characteristics can be 
alleviated. Furthermore, since the standard deviation of the pixels in a 
5 plurality of background images is used as the threshold value to determine 
between an object image and a background image, an appropriate threshold 
value can be set automatically. Thus, the object portion can be properly 
extracted by removing only the background portion from the object image. 
[Ninth Embodiment] 

10 Fig. 29 is a flow chart showing the main components of an object 

extraction apparatus according to a ninth embodiment of the present 
invention. In Fig. 29, steps S222, S333B-S336, and S227 are a program of 
having computer 130 remove the background portion from the object image 
to extract the object portion according to an object image obtained by 

15 shooting an object of interest and a plurality of background images 

obtained by shooting only the background of the object of interest for a 
plurality of times. This program is stored in CD-ROM 260. 

Although the object image is shot only once to obtain one object 
image at step S223 in the previous eighth embodiment, the object of image 

20 is shot a plurality of times at step S333A of the ninth embodiment to obtain 
a plurality of object images. Therefore, a step S333B is provided to 
compute mean value mv (i, j) of the pixels located at the same coordinate at 
the plurality of object images for each pixel. In steps S334-S336, the mean 
value mv (i, j) of the pixels is used instead of value v (i, j) of the pixel shown 

25 in Fig. 28. Therefore, mean value mv (i, j) of the pixels located at the same 
coordinate in the plurality of object images obtained at step S333A is 
computed for each pixel. 

At step S334, the difference | mv (i, j) - m (i, j) j between mean value 
mv (i, j) of each pixel in the object image and the mean value m (i, j) of the 

30 pixels in the background image corresponding to that pixel is computed. - 
That difference |mv (i, j) - m (i, j) | is compared with ka (i, j). 

When difference |mv (i, j) - m (i, j) | is smaller than ka (i, j), mean 
value mv (i, j) of that pixel in the object image is set to 0 at step S335. As 
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a result, that pixel is removed as the background portion. When difference 
! mv (i, j) - m (i, j) | is greater than ka (i, j), mean value mv (i, j) of the pixel 
of the object image is set to 1 at step S336. As a result, that pixel is 
extracted as the object portion from the object image. 

According to the above ninth embodiment, a plurality of object 
images obtained by shooting the target object for a plurality of times is used. 
Therefore, a robust object image can be obtained similar to that of the 
background image. Thus, the object portion is extracted more accurately 
with the background portion removed from the object image. 

[Tenth Embodiment] 

Fig 30 is a flow chart showing the main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to a tenth embodiment of the present 
invention. In Fig. 30, steps S222, S441-S447 are a program to have 
computer 130 remove the background portion from the object image to 
extract an object portion according to an object image obtained by shooting 
an object of interest and a plurality of background images obtained by 
shooting only the background of the object of the interest for a plurality of 
times. The program is stored in CD-ROM 260. 

In contrast to the fifth embodiment of Fig. 28 where the object image 
is processed for each pixel, the object image of the present tenth 
embodiment is divided into a plurality of regions R, which are processed 
individually. 

The program includes a step S441 cbviding the object image obtained 
at step S223 into a plurality of regions R, a step S442 computing the 
difference between value v (i, j) of each pixel in each region R of the object 
image and mean value m (i, j) of the corresponding pixels in region R of the 
background image corresponding to that region R, and computing the mean 
value md (R) of the difference represented by the following equation (9) for 
each region R, and a step S443 computing for each region R the mean value 
ma (R) of the standard deviation computed at step S223 according to the 
following equation (10). 
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2 R|v(i, j)-m(ij)| 

md(R) = Lll^ llil ...(9) 

n 

ma(R)^ ERCT(iJ) ...(10) 
n 

At steps S444-S446, the mean value md (R) of the difference is used 
5 instead of difference | v (i, j) - m (i, j) | of Fig. 28. Also, mean value a (R) of 
the standard deviation is used instead of standard deviation a (i, j). The 
object image obtained at step S223 is divided into a plurality of regions R at 
step S441. 

At step S442, the difference j v (i, j) - m (i, j) | between value v (i, j) of 
10 each pixel in each region of the object image and mean value m (i, j) of 

corresponding pixels in region R of the background images corresponding to 
that region R is computed. A mean value md (R) of difference is computed 
for each region R. 

At step S443, mean value ma (R) of the standard deviation a (i, j) 
15 obtained at step S222 is computed for each region R. 

At step S444, the difference mean value md (R) is compared with 
kmc (R). When the difference mean value md (R) is smaller than kmc (R), 
value v (i, j) of all the pixels in that region R is set to 0 at step S445. As a 
result, region R is removed from the object image as the background portion. 
20 When difference mean value md (R) is greater than kmc (R), value v (i, j) of 
the pixels in that region R are all set to 1 at step S446. As a result, that 
region R is extracted as an object portion from that object image. 

At step S447, determination is made whether the process of steps 
S444-S446 is carried out for all regions R. When the above process has 
25 been carried out for all the regions R, the program ends. 

According to the above tenth embodiment, the object of interest is 
divided into a plurality of regions R, the mean value md (R) of the 
difference between the value of each pixel in each region R of the object 
image and the mean value of the corresponding pixels in region R of the 
30 background image corresponding to that region R is computed for each 
region R, and a region having the difference mean value md (R) greater 
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than k times the mean value ma (R) of the standard deviation. Therefore, 
the object portion can be extracted more correctly with the background 
portion removed from the object image. 

Although it is preferable to compute the difference between value v (i, 
5 j) of each pixel in each region R of the object image and mean value m (i, j) 
of the corresponding pixels in region R of the background image 
corresponding to that region R at step S442, it is also possible to compute 
mean value mv (i, j) of the pixels in each region of the object image and 
then compute the absolute value of the difference between the mean value 

10 of the pixels in each region R of the object image and the mean value m (i, j) 
of the pixels in region R of the background image corresponding to that 
region R. In this case, value v (i, j) of each pixel in each region R of the 
object image is replaced with mean value mv (i, j) of the pixels in each 
region R of the object image in the flow chart of Fig. 30. 

15 Alternatively, mean value mv (R) of the pixels in each region R of the 

object pixel is computed, and mean value mm (R) in region R of mean 
values m (i, j) for each pixel in region R of the background image 
corresponding to region R to obtain an absolute value of the difference 
thereof. An object portion can be extracted on the basis of this value. In 

20 this case, jmv (R) - mm (R) j is computed as md (R) in obtaining md (R) at 
step S442. 

[Eleventh Embodiment] 

Fig. 31 is a flow chart showing main components of an object 
extraction apparatus according to an eleventh embodiment of the present 

25 invention. In contrast to the previous tenth embodiment where the object 
of interest is shot one time to obtain one object image at step S223, the 
object of interest is shot for a plurality of times from the same view point at 
step S333A similar to the ninth embodiment to obtain a plurality of object 
images in the present eleventh embodiment. Therefore, an object image 

30 that is the average of the plurality of object images is segmented into a 
plurality of regions R at step S551. Therefore, in steps S555 and S556, 
mean value mv (i, j) of the pixels is used instead of value v (i, j) of the pixel. 
According to the present eleventh embodiment, a plurality of object 
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images is obtained by shooting an object of interest for a plurality of times 
from the same viewpoint. Therefore, variation in the conversion 
characteristics of the AfD converter and illumination characteristic at the 
time of shooting of an object of interest is alleviated. An object portion can 
be extracted more properly by removing the background portion from the 
object image. 

[Twelfth Embodiment] 

A three-dimensional model generation apparatus according to a 
twelfth embodiment of the present invention includes, similar to the first 
embodiment of Fig. 3, includes a turntable 110, a camera 120, and a 
computer 130. Here, a robot arm and the like can be used instead of 
turntable 110. In other words, a component that can alter the direction of 
the object of interest can be used instead of turntable 110. 

Fig. 32 is a block diagram schematically showing this three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus. Referring to Fig. 32, the three- 
dimensional model generation apparatus includes a pickup unit 109, an 
image storage unit 220, an arithmetic logic/control unit 113, a shape 
storage unit 230, and a color information storage unit 240. Pickup unit 
109 includes turntable 110 and camera 120 of Fig. 3. Image storage unit 
220, arithmetic logic/control unit 113, shape storage unit 230, and color 
information storage unit 240 are included in computer 130 of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 33 is a diagram for desciibing the flow of the process of the 
three-dimensional model generation apparatus of Fig. 3. Figs. 6A-6E are 
diagrams for describing the specific process of three-dimensional model 
generation apparatus of Fig. 3. Fig. 6A corresponds to the shooting 
operation of the object of interest and background of step S2 in Fig. 33. 
Fig. 6B corresponds to generation of a silhouette image at step S12 of Fig. 
33. Fig. 6C corresponds to the voting process at step S14 of Fig. 33. Fig. 
6D corresponds to generation of a polygon at step S16 of Fig. 33. Fig. 6E is 
a diagram to describe texture mapping at step S18 of Fig. 33. 

Description will be provided hereinafter with reference to Figs. 3, GA- 
GE, 32 and 33. At step S8, calibration is carried out. Calibration in the 
twelfth embodiment refers to the process of obtaining the internal 
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parameter (respective ratio) of camera 120, and the position relationship 
between camera 120 and turntable 110. At step S10, an object of interest 
and the background are shot. Only the background is shot without the 
object of interest placed on turntable 110 to obtain one background image. 
Also, target object 100 is placed on turntable 1 10 to be rotated. Target 
object 100 is shot together with the background at every predetermined 
angle by camera 120 to result in object images Al-An. For example, target 
object 100 is rotated for every 10° to obtain 36 object images A1-A36. The 
following description is provided corresponding to the case of obtaining a 
three-dimensional model 29 on the basis of 36 obtained object images Al- 
A36. Here, the position and angle of depression (or angle of elevation) is 
fixed. Camera 120 and turntable 1 10 are under control of arithmetic 
logic/control unit 113. The background image and object image obtained 
at step S 10 are stored in image storage unit 220. At the twelfth 
embodiment, shooting is effected with the camera fixed and the object of 
interest rotated. In order to reduce the shooting times of the background, 
the background is shot only once to obtain one background image. 
However, to obtain a background image of higher rehability, the 
background can be shot two or more times to obtain two or more 
background images. 

In the case where target object 100 is shot from a plurality of 
directions about target object 100 including the background with camera 
120 fixed and target object 100 rotated, shooting of the background is 
required only once. However, when target object 100 is shot including the 
background from a plurality of directions about target object 100 with 
target object 100 fixed and camera 120 moved about target object 100, 
shooting of the background must be carried out a plurality of times. 

At step S12, a silhouette generation unit not shown provides a 
silhouette image. More specifically, a difference process is carried out 
between each of object images A1-A36 and the background image to result 
in a plurality of silhouette images Bl-Bn. Since there are 36 object images 
A1-A36, 36 silhouette images are obtained. Here, the difference process 
(the process obtaining the difference) refers to obtaining the difference 
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between the color information of the object image and the color information 
of the background image for each pixel. At step S12, a voting unit not 
shown carries out the voting process. On the basis of the plurality of 
silhouette images B1-B36, a voting process on the cylindrical coordinate 
5 system voting space 251 is carried out. A threshold processing unit (three- 
dimensional shape acquirement unit) not shown sets the portion with the 
score of the votes exceeding a threshold value as the three-dimensional 
shape (existing region) of target object 100. 

Although the orthogonal coordinate system voxel space can be used 

10 as the voxel space, it is preferable to use the cylindiical coordinate system 
voxel space 25 1. This is because the memory capacity can be suppressed 
while favorable acquirement of the shape can be effected. 

At step S16, a plurality of three-dimensional shape constituent 
elements (for example, a polygon such as a triangular patch; for the sake of 

15 simplification, the three-dimensional shape constituent element is 
represented as a polygon hereinafter) 27 on the basis of the three- 
dimensional shape of target object 100 obtained at step S14. The three- 
dimensional shape of target object 100 obtained at step Sl4 is represented 
by a plurality of polygons 27. The three-dimensional shape represented by 

20 polygons 27 is stored in shape storage unit 230. At step S18, the texture 
corresponding to each polygon 27 generated at step S16 is obtained from 
the object image to be mapped on each polygon 27. The texture (color 
information) is stored in color information storage unit 240. The process of 
steps S12-S18 is carried out by arithmetic logic/control unit 113. The 

25 silhouette generation unit, the voting unit, and the threshold processing 
unit are included in arithmetic logic/control unit 113. Details of the 
calibration of step S18, the voting process of step S14, and polygon 
generation of step S12, and step S16 are set forth in the following. 

(Calibration) 

30 As the calibration, the internal parameter (perspective ratio) of 

camera 120, and the position relationship between camera 120 and 
turntable 110 are obtained. First, the internal parameter (perspective 
ratio) of camera 120 will be described. Fig. 34 is a diagram to describe the 
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internal parameter (perspective ratio) of camera 120. Referring to Fig. 34, 
a reference block 3 1 is shot by camera 120. Here, shooting is effected so 
that reference block 31 exactly fits a screen 33. The distance L between 
camera 120 and reference block 3 1 is measured here. Also, the height T of 
reference block 3 1 is measured. The perspective ratio is the height T of 
reference block 31 divided by distance L. In other words, the perspective 
ratio is represented as T/L. In the perspective representation, the size of 
an object projected on a screen is enlarged/shrunk according to the distance 
from the view point to the object. The parameter determining that ratio of 
enlargement/shrinkage is the perspective ratio. 

Measurement of the position relationship between camera 120 and 
turntable 110 is described hereinafter. Figs. 35A-35C are diagrams to 
describe the measurement of the position relationship between a camera 
and a turntable. Fig. 35A shows a camera 120 placed at the coordinate 
system (xyz coordinate system) of turntable 110. Referring to Fig. 35A, 
the position (xo, yo, z 0 ) of camera 120 is obtained using the coordinate 
system (xyz coordinate system) of turntable 110. Also, the angle of 
rotation a about the optical axis 35 of camera 120 is obtained. Fig. 35B 
shows the orthogonal projection on plane yz of camera 120 of Fig. 35A. 
Referring to Fig. 35B, the angle (3 between optical axis 35 of camera 120 
and the y axis is obtained. Fig. 35C shows the orthogonal projection on 
plane xy of camera 120 of Fig. 35A. Referring to Fig. 35C, the angle y 
between optical axis 35 and the y axis of camera 120 is obtained. 

More specifically, the position of camera 120 based on the coordinate 
system (xyz coordinate system) of turntable 110 and angles a, 0, and y are 
obtained as the position relationship between camera 120 and the turntable 
110. In the present twelfth embodiment, angles a and y are set to 
approximately 0°. Here, angle (3 is the angle of depression of camera 120 
with respect to turntable 110. This angle p is also referred to as the a3igle 
of depression of camera 120 with respect to an object of interest placed on 
turntable 1 10. Here, the angle of depression includes a negative angle of 
depression, i.e. angle of elevation. 

Since the angle of depression of the camera with respect to a target 
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object is obtained as the calibration in the present twelfth embodiment, a 
three-dimensional model 29 can be generated on the basis of an object 
image obtained by shooting a target object with this angle of depression. 
In other words, a three-dimensional model 29 is generated, not only based 
on the object image obtained by shooting an object of interest from the 
horizontal direction (a direction parallel to the xy plane), but also on the 
basis of an object image obtained by shooting the target object from an 
above oblique direction. Therefore, sufficient color information can be 
obtained, including the upper portion of the target object that could not be 
obtained from only an object shot from the horizontal direction. 
Stereoscopic model 29 can be generated of high accuracy since a local 
concave portion of the object of interest can be recognized. 

(Voting Process) 

Details of a voting process at step S14 of Fig. 33 will be desciibed. 
Fig. 36 is a diagram for describing a cylindrical coordinate system voxel 
space 25 1 for the voting process. Referring to Fig. 36, cyhndiical 
coordinate system voxel space 251 includes a plurality of voxels 39. For 
the sake of describing a voxel in cylindrical coordinate system voxel space 
251, cylindrical coordinate system voxel space 251 of Fig. 36 is considered 
as a circular cylinder with a center axis 40. This circular cylinder 25 is cut 
at a plurality of planes perpendicular to center axis 40. Also, circular 
cylinder 25 is cut at a plurality of planes including and in parallel to center 
axis 40. Furthermore, circular cylinder 25 is cut at a plurality of rotary 
planes centered about center axis 40. Each element of circular cylinder 25 
obtained by cutting circular cylinder 25 corresponds to each voxel 39 in 
cylindiical coordinate system voxel space 251. 

Fig. 37 is a diagram to describe the voting process. A voting process 
is carried out on cylindrical coordinate system voxel space 251 on the basis 
of 36 silhouette images B1-B36 obtained at step S12 of Fig. 33. In Fig. 37, 
only two silhouette images Bl and B2 are shown. 

Attention is focused on hypothetical existing region 50. Fig. 7 is a 
diagram to describe a hypothetical existing region. In Fig. 7, only one 
silhouette image Bl is shown. Referring to Figs. 37 and 7, a hypothetical 
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existing region 50 is a conical region with projection center 51 of the 
camera as the vertex and object image 42 (contour of target object 100) of 
silhouette image Bl as a cross sectional shape with respect to silhouette 
image B 1. A hypothetical existing region can be defined similarly for the 
other silhouette images B2-B36. Target object 100 inevitably resides 
within this hypothetical existing region. 

Referring to Fig. 36, the vote point of "1" is applied to all voxels 39 in 
hypothetical existing region 50 in the voting process. This voting process 
is carried out for all silhouette images B1-B36. For example, voxel 39 that 
resides at the overlapping portion of all the hypothetical existing regions 
corresponding to the 36 silhouette images B1-B36 has the vote score of "36". 

At step S10 of Fig. 33, an object of interest is shot for every 10° to 
obtain 36 object images. 36 silhouette images B1-B36 are generated at 
step S12. Therefore, the vertex of the hypothetical existing region 
(corresponding to the projection center of camera) is located for every 10° 
around center axis 40. The position of the vertex (corresponding to the 
projection center of camera) of the hypothetical existing region is 
determined according to the calibration result of step S8 of Fig. 33. In 
other words, the position relationship between silhouette images B1-B36 
and the vertex (corresponding to projection center of camera) of a 
corresponding hypothetical existing region is determined by the perspective 
ratio. More specifically, the breadth angle of the cone which is the 
hypothetical existing region is determined. By the position relationship 
between camera 120 and turntable 110, the position relationship between 
the vertex (corresponding to projection center of camera) of the hypothetical 
existing region corresponding to silhouette images B1-B36 and cylindrical 
coordinate system voxel space 251 is determined. 

Fig. 38 shows the result of the voting process. Referring to Fig. 38, 
the dark color portion has the value of a high vote score whereas the light 
color portion has the value of a low vote score. The z axis of Fig. 38 
corresponds to central axis 40 of Fig. 37. 

Following the voting process on all silhouette images B1-B36, a 
threshold process is carried out. More specifically, the region of a voxel 39 
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having a vote score equal to or higher than a predetermined threshold 
value is set as the existing region of target object 100. This shape of the 
existing region is the three-dimensional shape of target object 100. If the 
threshold value is "32" for example, the shape of a region where voxel 39 
5 has a vote score of at least "32" corresponds to the three-dimensional shape 
of target object 100. 

In the twelfth embodiment, the three-dimensional shape of an object 
of interest is obtained by the voting process. Therefore a three- 
dimensional model 29 of high accuracy can be generated even if there are 

10 some improper images in the plurality of silhouette images used in the 

voting process. Conventionally, a three-dimensional shape is obtained by 
the logical AND operation of a plurality of hypothetical existing regions. 
When an object image in the silhouette image is not correct and the contour 
of the object of interest is not represented properly so that there is a partial 

15 missing portion in the shape of the object of interest, that missing portion 
could not be represented in a three-dimensional shape of the object of 
interest. Here, the existing region of an object of interest in voxel space 
251 is estimated by the voting process. If the existing probability of the 
object of interest in voxel space 251 can be obtained, the existing region of 

20 the object of interest can be estimated by a process other than the voting 
process. 

(Polygon Generation) 
Figs. 39A and 39B are diagrams for specifically describing polygon 
generation at step S16 of Fig. 33. Fig. 40 is a diagram for describing the 

25 flow of the polygon generation step of S16 of Fig. 33. Fig. 39B shows a 
polygon obtained on the basis of contour lines 43A and 43B residing in a 
portion 39B in Fig. 39A. At step SAl referring to Figs. 39A and 40, the 
three-dimensional shape (refer to Fig. 38) of target object 100 obtained 
according to the result of the voting process is cut by a cross section not 

30 shown at a plurality of planes (in Fig. 39A, only three planes 41a, 41b and 
41c are shown) to obtain the contour line (in Fig. 39A, only three contour 
lines 43a, 43b and 43c are shown) of each cut up plane (in Fig. 39A, only 
three cut planes 440a, 44b and 44c are shown). At step S 10 of Fig. 33, an 
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object of interest is shot for every 10° to obtain an object image, and at step 
S12, silhouette images B1-B36 for every 10° are generated. Therefore, the 
three-dimensional shape of target object 100 is cut up at a plurality of 
planes for every 10° about center axis 40. In other words, the three- 
5 dimensional shape of target object 100 is cut up with a plurality of planes 
so that adjacent planes are at an angle 9 of 10°. Each plane that cuts up 
the three-dimensional shape of target object 100 is a plane mcluding center 
axis 40. 

At step SA2, a polygonal approximation unit not shown 

10 approximates each contour line of each cut up plane with a polygon to 
obtain the coordinate of the vertex of that polygon. As this polygonal 
approximation method, the method disclosed in, for example, "An Iterative 
Procedure for the Polygonal Approximation of Plane Curves", CGIP, Vol. 1, 
pp. 244-256, 1972 by U. Ramer, can be employed. Then, a connection unit 

15 not shown connects adjacent vertices of each cut up plane with a straight 

line. At step SA3, vertices corresponding to the contour line of each cut up 
plane are connected between adjacent cut up planes to generate a polygon. 
In the polygonal approximation of step SA2, the number of polygons that 
are eventually generated can be controlled by setting the approximation 

20 precision variable. 

The process of steps SA2 and SA3 will be described with reference to 
Fig. 39B. At step SA2, contour lines 43a and 43b are approximated with a 
polygon, and the coordinates of vertices 45a and 45b of the polygon are 
obtained. As to the plurality of vertices 45a obtained by the polygonal 

25 approximation of contour line 43a, adjacent vertices 45a are connected with 
a straight line. A similar process is carried out for a plurality of vertices 
45b obtained by the polygonal approximation of contour line 43b. Here, 
vertex 45a corresponds to contour line 43a and vertex 45b corresponds to 
contour line 43b. At step S3, vertex 45a corresponding to contour line 43a 

30 of cut plane 44a and vertex 45b corresponding to contour line 43b of cut 

plane 44b are connected with a straight line to generate polygon 27. The 
local most proximity point connection strategy and global shortest 
connection strategy are known as methods to connect vertices 45a and 45b 
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with a straight line. 

According to the local most proximity point connection strategy, the 
vertices that are most closest to each other of the vertex obtained by 
polygonal approximation of one contour line of an adjacent cut plane and 
5 the vertex obtained by polygonal approximation of the other contour line in 
the adjacent cut plane is connected with a straight line. According to the 
global shortest connection strategy, the vertex obtained by polygonal 
approximation of one contour bine of an adjacent cut plane and the vertex 
obtained by polygonal approximation of the other contour line of the 

10 adjacent cut plane are connected with a straight line so that the sum of the 
length between vertices become minimum. 

Details of the local most proximity point connection strategy will be 
provided. Fig. 41 shows the relationship of vertices corresponding to the 
contour lines of adjacent cut planes. Here, a cut plane Sent and a cut 

15 plane Scnt+1 are taken as examples of adjacent cut planes. Referring to 
Fig. 41, vertices a, b, c, d, e and f are obtained by polygonal approximation 
of the contour lines of cut plane Sent. Vertices A, B, C, D, E, F and G are 
obtained by polygonal approximation of the contour lines of cut plane 
Scnt+1. Since it is premised that the polygon is generated using 

20 cylindrical coordinate system voxel space 251, vertex a and vertex A are the 
same points, and vertex f and vertex G are the same points. 

Fig. 42 is a diagram for desciibing the local most proximity point 
connection strategy. Referring to Fig. 42, the horizontal direction 
corresponds to vertices a-f of cut plane Sent whereas the vertical direction 

25 corresponds to vertices A-G of cut plane Scnt+1. The number at each 
lattice point (the number in the circle) represents the distance between 
vertices a-f (Fig. 41) corresponding to the contour line of cut plane Sent and 
vertices A-G (Fig. 41) corresponding to the contour lines of cut plane Scnt+1. 
For example, at the crossing between d and D (the lattice point determined 

30 by d and D), the distance between vertex d and vertex D of Fig. 41 is 

indicated. More specifically, the distance between vertices d and D of Fig. 
41 is "2". 

Referring to Figs. 41 and 42, first an initial polygon is generated 
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according to the local most proximity point connection strategy. The 
following two methods are known as this initial polygon generation method. 
The first method connects vertices b and B with a straight line 
unconditionally. In the second method of initial polygon generation, those 
5 with the shortest distance among the distances between vertices b and B, a 
and C, and A and c is selected, and vertices thereof are connected with a 
straight line. In the examples of Figs. 41 and 42, vertices b and B are 
selected and a straight line is connected therebetween in both the above 
two initial polygon generation methods. 

10 Connection between vertices c and B or vertices b and C is considered. 

Since the distance between vertices b and C is shorter than the distance 
between vertices c and B, vertices b and C are connected with the straight 
line. Then, connection between vertices c and C or vertices b and D is 
considered. Since the distance between vertices b and D and the distance 

15 between vertices c and C are equal, either can be connected. Here, vertices 
b and D are connected with a straight line. Then, connection between 
vertices c and D or vertices b and E is considered. Since the distance 
between vertices c and D is shorter than the distance between vertices b 
and E, vertices c and D is connected with a straight line. By repeating this 

20 process, the vertex corresponding to the contour line of cut plane Sent and 
the vertex corresponding to the contour line of cut plane Scnt+1 are 
connected with the straight line. More specifically, at each lattice point of 
Fig. 42, the distance between the vertices corresponding to the lattice point 
located at the right is compared with the distance of the vertices 

25 corresponding to the lattice point located below. The vertices 

corresponding to a lattice point where the shortest distance is indicated is 
connected with a straight line. Fig. 43 shows polygons obtained by 
connecting vertices a-f and vertices A-G of Fig. 41 by the local most 
proximity point connection strategy. Components similar to those of Fig. 

30 41 have the same reference characters allotted, and their description will 
not be repeated. Referring to Fig. 43, vertices a-f and vertices A-G are 
connected according to the local most proximity point connection strategy to 
form polygons (triangular patch) 27. 
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Fig. 44 is a diagram for describing a part of the polygon generation 
flow according to the local most proximity point connection strategy. Fig. 
45 is a diagram for describing the remaining part of the polygon generation 
flow according to the local most proximity point connection strategy. Here, 
5 the method of connecting the first vertices together unconditionally (the 

first method of initial polygon generation) is employed. At step SB 1 of Fig. 
44, the number of cut planes obtained at step SAl of Fig. 40 is inserted into 
variable Smax. Also, "0" is inserted into variable Sent. At step SB2, the 
vertex number at the Scnt-th cut plane is inserted into variable Vmax. "0" 

10 is inserted into variable Vent. At step SB 3, the Vcnt-th vertex at the Scnt- 
th cut plane is connected with the (Vcnt+l)th vertex at the Scnt-th cut 
plane. As for vertices a-f and A-G of Fig. 41, vertices a and A are the 0-th 
vertices, vertices b and B are the first vertices, and vertices c and C are the 
third vertices. At step SB4, Vcnt+1 is inserted into variable Vent. When 

15 variable Vent is equal or greater than Vmax-1 at step SB5, control proceeds 
to step SB6. When variable Vent is smaller than Vmax-1 at step- SB5, 
control proceeds to step SB3. At step SB6, Scnt+1 is inserted into variable 
Sent. When variable Sent is at least Smax at step SB7, control proceeds to 
step SB8 of Fig. 45. When variable Sent is smaller than Smax at step SB7, 

20 control proceeds to step SB2. 

At step SB8 of Fig, 45, "0" is inserted into variable Sent. At step 
SB9, the vertex number at the Scnt-th cut plane is inserted into variable 
imax. Then, the vertex number at the (Scnt+l)th cut plane is inserted into 
variable jmax. At step SB 10, the initial polygon is generated. Here, the 

25 method of connecting the first vertices with each other unconditionally is 
employed (first method of initial polygon generation). The first vertex of 
the Scnt-th cut plane is connected with the first vertex of the (Scnt+l)th cut 
plane. Then, "1" is inserted into variable i. "1" is inserted into variable j. 
At step SB 11, i+l is inserted into variable i_n. and j+1 is inserted into 

30 variable j_n. At step SB 12, dist ([Sent : i], [Sent + l : i j_n]) implies the 
distance between the i-th vertex of the Scnt-th cut plane and the (j_n)th 
vertex of the (Snct+l)th cut plane. Also, dist ([Sent : i_n], [Sent + 1 : j]) 
implies the distance between the (i_n)th vertex of the Scnt-th cut plane and 
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the j-th vertex of the (Scnt+ l)th cut plane. When the distance between the 
i-th vertex of the Scnt-th cut plane and the (j_n)th vertex of the (Scnt+l)th 
cut plane is equal to or less than the distance between the (ija)th vertex of 
the Scnt-th cut plane and the j-th vertex of the (Scnt+l)th cut plane at step 
SB 12, control proceeds to step SB 13. Otherwise, to step SB 14. 

At step SB 13, the i-th vertex of the Scnt-th cut plane is connected 
with the (j_n)th vertex of the (Scnt+ l)th cut plane. Then, j_n is inserted 
into variable j. At step SB 14, the (i_n)th vertex of the Scnt-th cut plane is 
connected with the j-th vertex of the (Scnt+ l)th cut plane. Then, i_n is 
inserted into variable i. When variable i is equal to or greater than imax- 
1 at step SB15, control proceeds to step SB17. When variable i is smaller 
than imax-1, control proceeds to step SB16. At step SB 17, the i-th vertex 
of the Scnt-th cut plane is connected with each of (j ~ j max-l)th vertices of 
the (Scnt+l)th cut plane. When variable j is equal or greater than jmax-1 
at step SB 16, control proceeds to step SB 18. When variable j is smaller 
than jmax-1, control proceeds to step SB 1 1. At step SB 18, the j-th vertex 
of the (Scnt+l)th cut plane is connected with each of the (i-imax-l)th 
vertices of the Scnt-th cut plane. At step SB 19, Scnt+1 is inserted into 
variable Sent. When variable Sent is smaller than Smax at step SB20, 
control proceeds to step SB9. When variable Sent is equal to or greater 
than Smax, the process ends. Here, there are cut planes from 0 to Smax-1. 
There is the case where the vertex of the Smax-th cut plane must be 
considered in the event that Sent is Smax-1 of Fig. 45. In this case, the 
Smax-th cut plane is assumed to be identical to the 0-th cut plane. 

Polygon generation according to the global shortest connection 
strategy will be described in detail hereinafter with reference to Fig. 42. A 
path with lattices point aA (crossing point between a and A) as the starting 
point and lattice point fG (crossing point between f and G) as the end point 
will be considered. Every time a lattice point is crossed, the value of the 
distance assigned to the passed lattice point is added as the penalty. The 
path with the smallest penalty score is obtained. In other words, the 
shortest path out of the plurality of paths from lattice point Aa to lattice 
point fG is obtained. Such a shortest path is obtained using the round 



robin method, branch-arid-bound method, Dijkstra algorithm, A* algorithm 
and the like. In Fig. 42, the path indicated by the bold solid line is the 
shortest penalty path (shortest path). The vertices (refer to Fig. 41) 
corresponding to the lattice points located on the shortest penalty path 
5 (shortest path) are connected. For example, shortest penalty path (bold 

solid line) passes through lattice points b and B. Therefore, vertices b and 
B of Fig. 41 are connected. Fig. 43 shows polygons obtained by connecting 
with a straight line vertices a-f and vertices A-G of Fig. 41 by the global 
shortest connection strategy. 

10 Fig. 46 is a diagram to describe the polygon generation flow by the 

global shortest connection strategy. Steps similar to those of Figs. 44 and 
45 have the same reference character allotted, and their description will be 
appropriately omitted. At step SC9 of Fig. 46, the vertex of the Scnt-th cut 
plane and the vertex of the (Scnt+l)th cut plane are connected so that the 

15 connected distance is shortest. At step SC10, Scnt+1 is inserted into 

variable Sent. When variable Sent is smaller than Smax at step SCll, 
control proceeds to step SC9. When variable Sent is equal to or greater 
than Smax, the process ends. 

According to the twelfth embodiment, a three-dimensional shape of 

20 an object of interest is obtained using a cylindrical coordinate system voxel 
space 251. The three-dimensional shape is cut by a plurality of planes 
along the center axis of cyhndrical coordinate system voxel space 251. A 
shape model 300 is generated according to the contour line of the cut plane. 
Therefore, the amount of data for generating a shape model is smaller than 

25 that for generating three-dimensional model 300 using an orthogonal 
coordinate system voxel space. Therefore, high speed processing is 
allowed. A polygon that forms shape model 300 is generated using 
polygonal approximation and the local most proximity point connection 
strategy or the global shortest connection strategy. Therefore, the amount 

30 of data is smaller than that of the conventional art that cuts the three- 
dimensional shape of an object of interest by a plurality of planes 
perpendicular to the axis of rotation to generate shape model 300. 
Therefore, the processing speed can be further improved. In other words, 
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shape model 300 can be generated in real time. Furthermore, a polygon 
27 forming shape model 300 is generated using polygonal approximation 
and the local most proximity point connection strategy or the global 
shortest connection strategy. Therefore, the amount of data is reduced to 
5 allow faster processing. 

The present twelfth embodiment has the following advantages in 
addition to the advantages described in the foregoing. The present twelfth 
embodiment can have the manual task reduced than the case where a 
shape model is generated using a three dimensional digitizer. 

10 Furthermore, measurement using laser is not carried out in the twelfth 

embodiment. Therefore, the material of the object of interest is not limited, 
and restriction in the shooting environment such as the requirement of 
measurement in a dark room can be reduced. According to the twelfth 
embodiment, three-dimensional model 29 can be generated with the simple 

15 structure of turntable 110, camera 120, and computer 130. Furthermore, 
in the twelfth embodiment, a silhouette image is generated by difference 
processing, which is used to produce shape model 300. Therefore, a special 
shooting environment such as a backboard of the same color is dispensable. 
Although generation of a three-dimensional model 29 using one 

20 camera and a turntable to shoot an object of interest for every 10° has been 
described, the number of cameras, the moving means of the shooting 
viewpoint, and the step of the shooting angle are not limited to those 
described above. An object of interest can be shot using a plurality of 
cameras to generate three-dimensional model 29. This provides the 

25 advantage that a shape of high accuracy can be acquired. As the moving 
means of the shooting viewpoint, a turntable under manual control or a 
robot arm can be used. The variation step of the shooting angle can be set 
more smaller in a complicated object, and the angle varied in a stepped 
manner of the shooting angle can be varied depending upon the direction. 

30 In other words, rotation at a finer step can be effected in the direction of a 
complicated outer shape for shooting. When the variation step of the 
shooting angle of the object of interest is to be modified, modification is also 
carried out of the cut plane to reconstruct shape model 300 represented by 
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polygons cut from voxel space 251. The shooting angle and the cut plane 
are set in association. Accordingly, the contour information from the 
silhouette image obtained by shooting can be reflected at high accuracy on 
the polygon data. 

5 Fig. 47 shows a CD-ROM in which program 301 for having computer 

130 of Fig. 3 generate a three-dimensional model 29 of an object of interest 
is recorded. Referring to Fig. 47, computer 130 generates a three- 
dimensional model 29 of an object of interest according to program 301 
recorded in CD-ROM 260. Program 30 1 recorded in CD-ROM 260 includes 
10 step S12 generating a silhouette image of an object of interest, step S 14 of a 
voting process, step S16 of polygon generation, and step S18 of texture 
mapping. 

The present invention is not limited to the polygonal approximation 
technique of a cross section in reconstructing a shape model 300 

15 represented in polygons of a shape model of voxel representation. For 

example, a shape model represented by a meta-ball can be used instead of 
shape model 300 represented in a wire frame. In the twelfth embodiment, 
a polygon is generated carrying out voting process on voxel space 251 
according to a silhouette image. A silhouette image can be transformed 

20 into a polygon using the polygonal approximation method. In this case, 
correction by manual operation is required since a silhouette image is not 
accurate. 
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